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AUDITOR OF STATE BULLETIN

TO: ALL PUBLIC OFFICES
         ALL INDEPENDENT PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

SUBJECT: BIENNIAL AUDITS

The purpose of this bulletin is to inform any public office previously having been granted a
waiver from the two-year audit requirement, under Ohio Administrative Code Par. 117-11-15,
that the Auditor of State now requires all public offices to be audited at least every two years.

Ohio Revised Code Section 117.10 establishes the duties of the Auditor of State, one of which is
"to audit all public offices."

Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 117.11(A), "the Auditor of State shall commence an
audit of each public office not more than two years from the release date of the last audit report
of such public office."  Whereas Section 117.11(D) provides for various waivers of the biennial
requirement, previously waivers were granted on a fairly routine basis causing audits to be
conducted on a three and sometimes four-year cycle.

In order to ensure the timely audit of all public offices and enhance public accountability, all
public offices in Ohio will be audited at least biennially or annually, if required by the Federal
Single Audit Act.

When performing a biennial audit, the financial records of each year will be examined and
appropriately reported upon.

It is our intent to perform audits in accordance with professional standards and as efficiently as
possible.  However, we do anticipate that the number of hours necessary to examine the financial
records of each year in a biennial period may increase from the proportionate number of hours
currently required to perform the audit if the entity is audited on a three or four-year cycle.

If you have any questions, please contact the Audit Division, Daniel E. Schultz, Jr., Chief Deputy
Auditor or Wade Steen, Assistant Chief Deputy Auditor at (614) 466-4971.
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Jim Petro, Auditor of State
State of Ohio




