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City Council 
City of Trenton 
11 East State Street    
Trenton, Ohio  45067 
 
 
We have reviewed the Independent Auditors’ Report of the City of Trenton, Butler County, 
prepared by Bastin & Company, LLC, for the audit period January 1, 2008 through December 31, 
2008.  Based upon this review, we have accepted these reports in lieu of the audit required by 
Section 117.11, Revised Code.  The Auditor of State did not audit the accompanying financial 
statements and, accordingly, we are unable to express, and do not express an opinion on them. 
 
Our review was made in reference to the applicable sections of legislative criteria, as reflected by 
the Ohio Constitution, and the Revised Code, policies, procedures and guidelines of the Auditor of 
State, regulations and grant requirements.  The City of Trenton is responsible for compliance with 
these laws and regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mary Taylor, CPA 
Auditor of State 
 
July 14, 2009  
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT 
 
To the Members of City Council 
City of Trenton, Ohio 
 
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-type 
activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the City of Trenton, Ohio as 
of and for the year ended December 31, 2008, which collectively comprise the City of Trenton, Ohio’s 
basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents.  These financial statements are the 
responsibility of the City of Trenton, Ohio’s management.  Our responsibility is to express opinions on 
these financial statements based on our audit. 
 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.  Those standards require that we plan and perform 
the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material 
misstatement.  An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial statements.  An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used 
and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement 
presentation.  We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinions. 
 
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the 
respective financial position of the governmental activities, the business-type activities, each major fund, 
and the aggregate remaining fund information of the City of Trenton, Ohio, as of December 31, 2008, and 
the respective changes in financial position and cash flows, where applicable, thereof and the budgetary 
comparisons for the General Fund, Street Fund and Fire Levy Fund for the year then ended in conformity 
with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 
 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated June 19, 2009, 
on our consideration of the City of Trenton, Ohio’s internal control over financial reporting and on our 
tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grant agreements and 
other matters.  The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over 
financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing and not to provide an opinion on the 
internal control over financial reporting or on compliance.  That report is an integral part of an audit 
performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and should be considered in conjunction 
with this report in considering the results of our audit. 
 
The Management’s Discussion and Analysis on pages 3 through 12 is not a required part of the basic 
financial statements but is supplementary information required by accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America.  We have applied certain limited procedures, which consisted 
principally of inquiries of management regarding the methods of measurement and presentation of the 
required supplementary information. However, we did not audit the information and express no opinion 
on it. 
 

 
 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
June 19, 2009 

Bastin & Company, LLC 
Certified Public Accountants 

4286 Mt. Carmel-Tobasco Road, Suite A, Cincinnati, Ohio 45244-2372, Telephone/Fax (513) 753-3999 



2





































































































































 68

CITY OF TRENTON, OHIO 

NOTES TO THE FIANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 

20. Compliance 

 

• Contrary to Ohio Revised Code, Section 5705.39, the City’s total appropriations 

exceeded the total estimated resources during 2008 for the Fire Levy Fund by 

$11,425. 

 

• Contrary to Ohio Revised Code, Section 5705.41 (D), the City did not properly 

certify the availability of funds for 57 percent of the commitments that were tested 

by audit. 



 

 

 
REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING 

AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS BASED ON 
AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED  

IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
 
To the Members of City Council  
City of Trenton, Ohio 
 
We have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-type 
activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the City of Trenton, 
Ohio, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2008, which collectively comprise the City of 
Trenton, Ohio’s basic financial statements, and have issued our report thereon dated June 19, 
2009.  We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 
 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
 

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the City of Trenton, Ohio’s internal control 
over financial reporting as a basis for designing our auditing procedures for the purpose of 
expressing our opinion on the financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an 
opinion on the effectiveness of the City of Trenton, Ohio’s internal control over financial 
reporting.  Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the City of 
Trenton, Ohio’s internal control over financial reporting. 
 
A control deficiency exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management 
or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent or detect 
misstatements on a timely basis.  A significant deficiency is a control deficiency, or combination 
of control deficiencies, that adversely affects the City of Trenton, Ohio’s ability to initiate, 
authorize, record, process, or report financial data reliably in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting principles such that there is more than a remote likelihood that a misstatement of the 
City of Trenton, Ohio’s financial statements that is more than inconsequential will not be 
prevented or detected by the City of Trenton, Ohio’s internal control. 
 
A material weakness is a significant deficiency, or combination of significant deficiencies, that 
results in more than a remote likelihood that a material misstatement of the financial statements 
will not be prevented or detected by the City of Trenton, Ohio’s internal control. 
 
Our consideration of internal control over financial reporting was for the limited purpose 
described in the first paragraph of this section and would not necessarily identify all deficiencies 
in internal control that might be significant deficiencies or material weaknesses.  We did not 
identify any deficiencies in internal control over financial reporting that we consider to be 
material weaknesses, as defined above.  

Bastin & Company, LLC 
Certified Public Accountants 

4286 Mt. Carmel-Tobasco Road, Suite A, Cincinnati, Ohio 45244-2372, Telephone/Fax (513) 753-3999 
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Compliance and Other Matters 

 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the City of Trenton, Ohio’s financial 
statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could 
have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts.  However, 
providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, 
accordingly, we do not express such an opinion.  The results of our tests disclosed instances of 
noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported under Government Auditing 
Standards, and which are described in the accompanying schedule of findings as items 2008-01, 
and 2008-02. 
 
We noted certain matters that we have reported to management of the City in a separate letter 
dated June 19, 2009. 
 
The City’s responses to the findings identified in our audit are described in the accompanying 
schedule of findings.  We did not audit the City’s responses and, accordingly, express no opinion 
on them. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of management and City Council, and 
is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties.  
 

 
 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
June 19, 2009 
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CITY OF TRENTON 
SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS 

DECEMBER 31, 2008  
 

 
Finding Number 2008-01 
 
Ohio Rev. Code, Section 5705.39, states that the total appropriations from each fund should not 
exceed the total of estimated resources available (cash available at the beginning of the year plus 
estimated receipts for the year).  The following fund had appropriations that exceeded the total 
estimated resources available: 

 
  Estimated 

Fund Resources Appropriations Excess 
Fire Levy Fund $526,178 $537,603 $11,425 

   
City’s Response 
 
The City concurs with the finding.  Please note that actual budgetary expenditures did not 
exceed actual available resources as the fund maintains a positive actual year end budgetary 
balance of $21,083.  

 
Finding Number 2008-02 
 
Ohio Rev. Code, Section 5705.41(D), requires that no subdivision or taxing unit shall make any 
contract or give any order involving the expenditure of money unless there is attached thereto a 
certificate of the fiscal officer of the subdivision that the amount required to meet the obligation 
has been lawfully appropriated for such purpose and is in the treasury or in the process of 
collection to the credit of an appropriate fund free from any previous encumbrances.  This 
certificate need be signed only by the subdivision’s fiscal officer.  Every contract made without 
such a certificate shall be void, and no warrant shall be issued in payment of any amount due 
thereon.  
 
There are several exceptions to the standard requirement stated above that a fiscal officer’s 
certificate must be obtained prior to a subdivision or taxing authority entering into a contract or 
order involving the expenditure of money.  The main exceptions are: “then and now” certificates, 
blanket certificates, and super blanket certificates, which are provided for in sections 
5705.41(D)(1) and 5705.41(D)(3), respectively, of the Ohio Revised Code.  
 
1.   “Then and Now” certificate - If the fiscal officer can certify that both at the time that the 

contract or order was made (“then”), and at the time that the fiscal officer is completing the 
certification (“now”), that sufficient funds were available or in the process of collection, to 
the credit of a proper fund, properly appropriated and free from any previous encumbrance, 
the City can authorize the drawing of a warrant for the payment of the amount due.  The City 
has thirty days from the receipt of the “then and now” certificate to approve payment by 
ordinance or resolution.   Amounts of less than $3,000 may be paid by the fiscal officer 
without a resolution or ordinance upon completion of the “then and now” certificate, 
provided that the expenditure is otherwise lawful.  This does not eliminate any otherwise 
applicable requirement for approval of expenditures by the City. 
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2.  Blanket Certificate - Fiscal officers may prepare “blanket” certificates for a certain sum of 

money not in excess of an amount established by resolution or ordinance adopted by a 
majority of the members of the legislative authority against any specific line item account 
over a period not running beyond the end of the current fiscal year.  The blanket certificates 
may, but need not, be limited to a specific vendor.  Only one blanket certificate may be 
outstanding at one particular time for any one particular line item appropriation. 

 
3.  Super Blanket Certificate - The City may also make expenditures and contracts for any 

amount from a specific line-item appropriation account in a specified fund upon certification 
of the fiscal officer for most professional services, fuel, oil, food items, and any other 
specific recurring and reasonably predictable operating expense.  This certification is not to 
extend beyond the current year.  More than one super blanket certificate may be outstanding 
at a particular time for any line item appropriation. 

 
The availability of funds was not certified prior to the time of commitment in 57% of 
expenditures tested nor did the City use the aforementioned exceptions. 
 

City’s Response 
 
The City will continue to implement procedures to comply with ORC requirements. 
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CITY OF TRENTON 
SCHEDULE OF PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS 

DECEMBER 31, 2008  
 
 

Finding 
Number Finding Summary 

Fully 
Corrected? Status Explanation: 

2007-01 
 

ORC Section 5705.39.  
Appropriations exceeded 
estimated resources  

No Condition existed during current audit 
period, reissued as finding 2008-01 

2007-02 
 

ORC Section 5705.41. Failure 
to properly encumber prior to 
incurring the obligation. 

No Condition existed during current audit 
period, reissued as finding 2008-02 
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CLERK’S CERTIFICATION 
This is a true and correct copy of the report which is required to be filed in the Office of the 
Auditor of State pursuant to Section 117.26, Revised Code, and which is filed in Columbus, Ohio. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CLERK OF THE BUREAU 
 
CERTIFIED 
JULY 28, 2009 
 
 
 

 


	Cover
	Cover Letter
	Table of Contents
	Financial Section
	Compliance Section
	Schedule of Findings

