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REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL REQUIRED BY
 GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS

City Council
City of Fairview Park
Cuyahoga County
20777 Lorain Road
Fairview Park, Ohio 44126

We have audited the financial statements of the City of Fairview Park, Cuyahoga County, Ohio, (the City)
as of and for the year ended December 31, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated June 22, 2000.
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller
General of the United States.

Compliance

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the City ’s financial statements are free of material
misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts
and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of
financial statement amounts.  However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not
an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion.  The results of our tests
disclosed an instance of noncompliance that is required to be reported under Government Auditing
Standards which is described in the accompanying schedule of findings as item 1999-20818-001. We also
noted certain immaterial instances of noncompliance that we have reported to management of the City in
a separate letter dated June 22, 2000. 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the City’s internal control over financial reporting in
order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial
statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting.  Our consideration
of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control
over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses.  A material weakness is a condition in which the
design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low
level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements
being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of
performing their assigned functions.  We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial
reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, we noted other matters
involving the internal control over financial reporting that do not require inclusion in this report,  that we have
reported to management of the City in a separate letter dated June 22, 2000.
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This report is intended for the information and use of management and City Council, and is not intended to
be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties.

Jim Petro
Auditor of State

June 22, 2000
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CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK
SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS

 FINDINGS RELATED TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
REQUIRED TO BE REPORTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GAGAS

Finding Number 1999-20818-001

Ohio Rev. Code Section 5705.41 (D) - requires in part, that no subdivision or taxing unit shall make any
contract or order any expenditure of money unless there is attached thereto a certificate of the fiscal officer
of the subdivision that the amount required to meet the same has been lawfully appropriated for such
purposes and is in the treasury or in the process of collection to the credit of an appropriate fund free from
any previous encumbrance.

The City did not properly certify the availability of funds for 53 of the 60 non payroll expenditures tested for
the audit period. 

We recommend the City Finance Director certify the availability of funds prior to the commitment for the
expenditure of City money.

The City should consider the use of blanket purchase orders and then and now certificates to assist in
complying with the above requirement. 
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