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Board of Park Commissioners 
Cleveland Metropolitan Park District 
4101 Fulton Parkway 
Cleveland, Ohio  44144 
 
 
 
We have reviewed the Independent Auditors’ Report of the Cleveland Metropolitan Park 
District, Cuyahoga County, prepared by Clark, Schaefer, Hackett & Co., for the audit period 
January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017.  Based upon this review, we have accepted these 
reports in lieu of the audit required by Section 117.11, Revised Code.  The Auditor of State did 
not audit the accompanying financial statements and, accordingly, we are unable to express, and 
do not express an opinion on them.   
 
Our review was made in reference to the applicable sections of legislative criteria, as reflected by 
the Ohio Constitution, and the Revised Code, policies, procedures and guidelines of the Auditor 
of State, regulations and grant requirements.  The Cleveland Metropolitan Park District is 
responsible for compliance with these laws and regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dave Yost 
Auditor of State 
 
July 30, 2018  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

rakelly
Yost_signature



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This page intentionally left blank. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards ............................................................................1 – 2

Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting and on Compliance
   and Other Matters Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed
   in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards..............................................................3 – 4

Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal Program; Report on Internal
   Control Over Compliance; and Report on Schedule of Expenditures of
   Federal Awards Required by the Uniform Guidance ..............................................................5 – 6

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs ...................................................................................7



Federal Pass-Through
CFDA Entity Identifying  Total Federal

Number Number Expenditures

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Emerald Ash Borer Mitigation 10.675 n/a $ 32,297            

Total U.S. Department of Agriculture 32,297            

U.S. Department of the Interior

Wildwood Marina Pump Out 15.616 n/a 10,236            

Fowles Marsh 15.662 n/a 150,000          

Deer Program - Cuyahoga Valley Cooperative Wildlife Management 15.944 n/a 13,908            

Total U.S. Department of the Interior 174,144          

U.S. Department of Transportation

(Passed through Ohio Department of Transportation)

Highway Planning and Construction Cluster:

Valley Parkway Trail Phase I 20.205 PID 97888 446,751          

Whiskey Island Connector Trail - TIGER 20.205 PID 104804 18,840            

Total U.S. Department of Transportation 465,591          

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Great Lakes Program:

Hydrilla 66.469 n/a 137,953          

Total U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 137,953          

U.S. Department of Homeland Security

Port Security Grant Program 97.056 n/a 4,285              

Total U.S. Department of Homeland Security 4,285              

Total $ 814,270          

Cleveland Metropolitan Park District
Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards

Year Ended December 31, 2017

Federal Grantor/Pass-Through Grantor/Program Title
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Cleveland Metropolitan Park District
Notes to the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards
Year Ended December 31, 2017

NOTE A – BASIS OF PRESENTATION

The accompanying Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards (the “Schedule”) includes the federal 
award activity of the Cleveland Metropolitan Park District (the “District”) under programs of the federal 
government for the year ended December 31, 2017.  The information in this Schedule is presented in 
accordance with the requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform 
Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (“Uniform 
Guidance”).  Because the Schedule presents only a selected portion of the operations of the District, it is 
not intended to and does not present the financial position, changes in net assets, or cash flows of the 
District.

NOTE B – SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

Expenditures reported on the Schedule are reported on the cash basis of accounting.  Such expenditures 
are recognized following the cost principles contained in OMB Circular A-87, Cost Principles for State, 
Local, and Indian Tribal Governments or the cost principles contained in the Uniform Guidance, wherein 
certain types of expenditures are not allowable or are limited as to reimbursement.  The District has 
elected not to use the 10-percent de minimis indirect cost rate allowed under the Uniform Guidance.  The 
District did not pass any awards through to subrecipients.

NOTE C – MATCHING REQUIREMENTS

Certain Federal programs require the District to contribute non-Federal funds (matching funds) to support 
the Federally-funded programs. The District has met its matching requirements. The Schedule does not 
include the expenditure of non-Federal matching funds.



REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE
AND OTHER MATTERS BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED
IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT

To the Board of Park Commissioners
Cleveland Metropolitan Park District:

We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statements of the governmental 
activities, the discretely presented component unit, the major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund 
information of the Cleveland Metropolitan Park District ("District") as of and for the year ended December 
31, 2017 and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the District's basic 
financial statements and have issued our report thereon dated June 26, 2018.  Our report includes a 
reference to other auditors who audited the financial statements of the Cleveland Zoological Society, as 
described in our report on the District’s financial statements.  This report does not include the results of the 
other auditor’s testing of internal controls over financial reporting or compliance and other matters that are 
reported on separately by those auditors.

Internal Control over Financial Reporting

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered the District’s internal control 
over financial reporting (internal control) to determine the audit procedures that are appropriate in the 
circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions on the financial statements, but not for the 
purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the District’s internal control. Accordingly, we do 
not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the District’s internal control.

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management 
or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct,
misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in 
internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of the entity’s 
financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis.  A significant 
deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a 
material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance.

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this 
section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material 
weaknesses or significant deficiencies.  Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any 
deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses.  However, material 
weaknesses may exist that have not been identified.  

Compliance and Other Matters

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the District's financial statements are free from
material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the 
determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those 
provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express such an opinion.  The 
results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be 
reported under Government Auditing Standards.
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Purpose of this Report

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and compliance 
and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal 
control or on compliance.  This report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards in considering the entity’s internal control and compliance.  Accordingly, 
this communication is not suitable for any other purpose.

  Clark, Schaefer, Hackett & Co.
Cincinnati, Ohio
June 26, 2018



REPORT ON COMPLIANCE FOR EACH MAJOR FEDERAL PROGRAM; REPORT
ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER COMPLIANCE; AND REPORT ON SCHEDULE OF
EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS REQUIRED BY THE UNIFORM GUIDANCE

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT

To the Board of Park Commissioners
Cleveland Metropolitan Park District:

Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal Program

We have audited the Cleveland Metropolitan Park District’s (the “District”) compliance with the types of 
compliance requirements described in the OMB Compliance Supplement that could have a direct and 
material effect on each of the District’s major federal programs for the year ended December 31, 2017. 
The District’s major federal programs are identified in the summary of auditors’ results section of the 
accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs. 

Management’s Responsibility

Management is responsible for compliance with federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and 
conditions of its federal awards applicable to its federal programs.

Auditors’ Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on compliance for the District’s major federal program based 
on our audit of the types of compliance requirements referred to above.  We conducted our audit of 
compliance in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America; the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States; and the audit requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for 
Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance). Those standards and the Uniform Guidance require that we plan 
and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether noncompliance with the types of 
compliance requirements referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on a major federal 
program occurred. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence about the District’s compliance 
with those requirements and performing such other procedures as we considered necessary in the 
circumstances. 

We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion on compliance for the major federal 
program.  However, our audit does not provide a legal determination of the District’s compliance.

Opinion on the Major Federal Program

In our opinion, the District complied, in all material respects, with the types of compliance requirements 
referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on its major federal program for the year 
ended December 31, 2017.
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Report on Internal Control Over Compliance

Management of the District is responsible for establishing and maintaining effective internal control over 
compliance with the types of compliance requirements referred to above. In planning and performing our 
audit of compliance, we considered the District’s internal control over compliance with the types of 
compliance requirements that could have a direct and material effect on a major federal program to 
determine the auditing procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of 
expressing an opinion on compliance for each major federal program and to test and report on internal 
control over compliance in accordance with the Uniform Guidance, but not for the purpose of expressing 
an opinion on the effectiveness of internal control over compliance. Accordingly, we do not express an 
opinion on the effectiveness of the City’s internal control over compliance.

A deficiency in internal control over compliance exists when the design or operation of a control over 
compliance does not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned 
functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, noncompliance with a type of compliance requirement of a 
federal program on a timely basis. A material weakness in internal control over compliance is a 
deficiency, or combination of deficiencies, in internal control over compliance, such that there is a 
reasonable possibility that material noncompliance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal 
program will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on a timely basis.  A significant deficiency in
internal control over compliance is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control over 
compliance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal program that is less severe than a material 
weakness in internal control over compliance, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged 
with governance.

Our consideration of internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described in the first 
paragraph of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control over 
compliance that might be material weaknesses or significant deficiencies.  We did not identify any 
deficiencies in internal control over compliance that we consider to be material weaknesses.  However, 
material weaknesses may exist that have not been identified.

The purpose of this report on internal control over compliance is solely to describe the scope of our 
testing of internal control over compliance and the results of that testing based on the requirements of the 
Uniform Guidance.  Accordingly, this report is not suitable for any other purpose.

Report on Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards Required by the Uniform Guidance

We have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities, the discretely presented 
component unit, the major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the District, as of and 
for the year ended December 31, 2017, and the related notes to the financial statements, which 
collectively comprise the District’s basic financial statements. We issued our report thereon dated June 
26, 2018, which contained unmodified opinions on those financial statements. Our audit was conducted 
for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that collectively comprise the basic
financial statements. The accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards is presented for 
purposes of additional analysis as required by the Uniform Guidance and is not a required part of the basic 
financial statements. Such information is the responsibility of management and was derived from and 
relates directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial statements. The 
information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the financial statements 
and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the 
underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial statements or to the financial 
statements themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally 
accepted in the United State of America. In our opinion, the schedule of expenditures of federal awards is 
fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the basic financial statements as a whole. 

  Clark, Schaefer, Hackett & Co.
Cincinnati, Ohio
June 26, 2018
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CLEVELAND METROPOLITAN PARK DISTRICT
Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs
Year Ended December 31, 2017

Section I – Summary of Auditors’ Results

Financial Statements

Type of auditors’ report issued: Unmodified
Internal control over financial reporting:

 Material weakness(es) identified? None
 Significant deficiency(ies) identified not

   considered to be material weaknesses? None

Noncompliance material to the financial statements noted? None

Federal Awards

Internal control over major programs:
 Material weakness(es) identified? None
 Significant deficiency(ies) identified not

   considered to be material weaknesses? None

Type of auditors’ report issued on compliance for major programs: Unmodified

Any audit findings that are required
   to be reported in accordance with
   2 CFR 200.516(a)? None

Identification of major programs:

 CFDA 20.205 – Highway Planning and Construction Cluster

Dollar threshold to distinguish between
   Type A and Type B Programs: $750,000

Auditee qualified as low-risk auditee? Yes

Section II – Financial Statement Findings

None

Section III – Federal Award Findings and Questioned Costs

None



cshco.com
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June 26, 2018 
 
To the Citizens of Cuyahoga County and Hinckley Township of Medina County 

Honorable Judge Anthony J. Russo  
Dan T. Moore, Board of Park Commissioners, President 
Debra K. Berry, Board of Park Commissioners, Vice-President 
Bruce T. Rinker, Board of Park Commissioners, Vice-President 
 

Formal Letter of Transmittal 
 
We are pleased to submit Cleveland Metroparks’ (“the Metroparks”) Comprehensive Annual Financial 
Report (CAFR) for the year ending December 31, 2017.  This report conforms to Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles (GAAP) and provides full and complete disclosure of the financial position and 
operations of Cleveland Metroparks for the year ended December 31, 2017.  The accuracy of the data and 
the completeness and fairness of the presentation, including all disclosures, are the responsibility of 
Cleveland Metroparks management, and are based on a comprehensive framework of internal controls that 
are established for this purpose. Because the cost of internal control should not exceed the anticipated 
benefits, the objective is to provide reasonable, rather than absolute, assurance that the financial statements 
are free of any material misstatements.  To the best of our knowledge and beliefs, the enclosed data are 
accurate in all material respects and are reported in a manner designed to present fairly the financial position 
of the entity as a whole and the results of operations of the various operations of Cleveland Metroparks. All 
disclosures necessary to enable the reader to gain an understanding of Cleveland Metroparks financial 
activities have been included. 
 
Ohio law requires that public offices reporting pursuant to Generally Accepted Accounting Principles 
(GAAP) shall file their reports with the Auditor of the State and publish notice of the availability of the 
financial statements within 150 days of the close of each year. The General Purpose External Financial 
Statements from this report were filed to fulfill that requirement for the year ended December 31, 2017.  

State statutes require independent audits to be performed on all financial operations of Cleveland 
Metroparks.  The Clark, Schaefer, Hackett & Co., has issued an unmodified (“clean”) opinion on the 
Cleveland Metroparks financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2017.  The independent 
auditor’s report on the basic financial statements is located at the front of the Financial Section of this 
report. 
 
This letter of transmittal is designed to complement the Management’s Discussion and Analysis (MD&A) 
section and should be read in conjunction with it. The MD&A provides a narrative introduction, overview, 
and analysis of the basic financial statements. 

Reporting Entity 
 
In evaluating how to define Cleveland Metroparks for financial reporting purposes, management has 
considered all agencies, departments and organizations making up Cleveland Metroparks and its potential 
component units consistent with Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14, “The 
Financial Reporting Entity” and Governmental Accounting Standard Board (GASB) Statement No. 61, 
“The Financial Reporting Entity: Omnibus.” 
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Component units are legally separate organizations for which the Metroparks is financially accountable.  
The Metroparks is financially accountable for an organization if the Metroparks appoints a voting majority 
of the organization's governing board and (1) the Metroparks is able to significantly influence the programs 
or services performed or provided by the organization; or (2) the Metroparks is legally entitled to or can 
otherwise access the organization's resources; the Metroparks is legally obligated or has otherwise assumed 
the responsibility to finance deficits of or provide financial support to the organization or the Metroparks 
is obligated for the debt of the organization.  Component units may also include organizations that are 
fiscally dependent on the Metroparks in that the Metroparks approves the budget, the issuance of debt, or 
the levying of taxes, and there is a potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to, or 
impose specific financial burden on, the Metroparks.   
 
The component unit financial statements that follow identify the financial data of Cleveland Metroparks’ 
component unit, the Cleveland Zoological Society, which is reported separately to emphasize that it is 
legally separate from Cleveland Metroparks. 
 
Cleveland Zoological Society (“the Zoo Society”) is a nonprofit organization which operates under a Board 
of Trustees. The Zoo Society promotes the conservation and propagation of wildlife primarily through the 
support of Cleveland Metroparks.  The Zoo Society will engage the community in support of Cleveland 
Metroparks Zoo (the Zoo) and its mission to improve the future for wildlife and will marshal the resources 
necessary to ensure that the Zoo remains one of the region’s preeminent destinations and ultimately one of 
the top five zoos in the country.  Since the economic resources received by the Zoo Society are primarily 
for the benefit of, and are generally accessible to, Cleveland Metroparks, the Zoo Society is presented as a 
component unit of Cleveland Metroparks.  The Zoo Society is included as a component unit of Cleveland 
Metroparks due to Cleveland Metroparks’ influence on the programs and services provided by the Zoo 
Society and due to the operating agreement between Cleveland Metroparks and the Zoo Society.  Cleveland 
Metroparks does not appoint any members of the Zoo Society’s governing board or approve the budget or 
debt issuance of the Zoo Society.                  
 
Cleveland Metroparks Profile 
 
Cleveland Metroparks was established on July 23, 1917, and today consists of over 23,000 acres of land in 
18 reservations, their connecting parkways, and Cleveland Metroparks Zoo.  The Metroparks is dedicated 
to conservation, education and recreation.  Over 100 miles of parkways provide driving pleasure and easy 
access to Cleveland Metroparks facilities including; picnic areas and playfields, wildlife management areas 
and waterfowl sanctuaries, hiking, bridle, all purpose and physical fitness trails, eight golf courses, six 
outdoor education facilities, swimming, boating, fishing, tobogganing, sledding, and cross-country skiing. 

Cleveland Metroparks is a separate political subdivision of the State of Ohio.  The Metroparks is governed 
by a Board of Park Commissioners, composed of three citizens who serve three-year terms without 
compensation.  Board members are appointed by the presiding Judge of the Probate Court of Cuyahoga 
County, The Honorable Judge Anthony J. Russo.  The current Board of Park Commissioners officers are: 
 
 Dan T. Moore, President  
 Debra K. Berry, Vice-President 
 Bruce G. Rinker, Vice-President 
  
Cleveland Metroparks’ mission is to conserve natural resources and enhance people’s lives by integrating 
outdoor education, recreation and zoological opportunities.  The majority of Cleveland Metroparks’ 
approximately 23,000 acres, located in 18 reservations, are dedicated to conservation.  Whether to promote 
fishing opportunities within Cleveland Metroparks lakes or restore wetlands, natural resource management 
is a significant endeavor of the Metroparks.   
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Outdoor education is provided through six outdoor education facilities.  Outdoor education is provided 
through individual and group programming at all six nature/visitor centers.  In addition, Cleveland 
Metroparks maintains Mobile Outreach, which travels to area schools and locations throughout Cuyahoga 
County, to bring nature education to children who otherwise might not experience the natural environment.  
Additionally, through a “Grow up Great” grant from PNC Bank, Cleveland Metroparks will continue to 
provide a mobile education vehicle focusing on programming for pre-kindergarten children including 
programs administered by the Cleveland Metropolitan School District and the Headstart program.  The 
vehicle will also travel to fairs and festivals all summer long spreading an important environmental message 
to families.  Also, Cleveland Metroparks, in cooperation with the City of Cleveland and The Ohio State 
University Extension/4-H, provides outdoor recreation and education experiences for the urban youth of 
Cleveland through the Youth Outdoors Program.  
 
Recreation is provided at eight golf courses, the Chalet Recreation Area, six swimming areas, two horse 
stables, numerous ball fields, open play areas and hundreds of miles of trails.  Cleveland Metroparks Go 
Ape! treetop adventure course opened to the public in Cleveland Metroparks Mill Stream Run Reservation 
in April 2015.  It is best described as an obstacle course in three dimensions.  The course includes rope 
ladders, swinging “Tarzan ropes”, five zip lines, and aerial bridges. 
 
Additional preservation, recreation and outdoor education opportunities is provided through Cleveland 
Metroparks Acacia Reservation. Made possible through a generous donation by The Land Conservancy.  
Previously a country club, this 155 acre green space oasis, located in the City of Lyndhurst, will continue 
to be converted into an active public green space.     
 
The Cleveland Zoo provides recreation, education and conservation and is recognized as one of the finest 
zoos in the United States, with more than 2,000 animals encompassing 183 rolling acres.  Cleveland 
Metroparks Zoo Stillwater Event Center, opened in 2015, continues to be a popular venue for weddings, 
corporate events, and everything in between.  This center, with 300 person seating capacity, provides a 
unique reservable facility for larger events during all hours of the day.  Also opened in 2015, is the Ben 
Gogolick Giraffe Encounter which features an entirely new giraffe feeding experience for guests.  New in 
2016 is the Rosebrough Tiger Passage, a state of the art home for the Zoo’s Amur tigers.  The new facility 
is five times the size of the previous exhibit and features four different interconnected habitat areas for the 
tigers to roam in.  Two of these connections pass over the heads of the visitors on the ground.     
 
The award-winning Cleveland Metroparks Ranger Department is the law enforcement branch of Cleveland 
Metroparks.  Cleveland Metroparks Rangers are state-certified law enforcement officers who exercise full 
police powers in the commission of their duties.  Rangers are on duty 24-hours a day, year-round.   Ranger 
Headquarters dispatches the department’s 84 Rangers from 13 field offices and stable facilities positioned 
throughout the Metroparks.  The Ranger Department consists of several specialized units and functions 
including “state certified” law enforcement K-9 officers (German Shepherds named Logan, Chase, Tyson 
and Creed), a six-member mounted equestrian unit, bicycle patrol team, detective bureau, dive team, marine 
patrol and honor guard.  In 2015, the Ranger Department was awarded CALEA Law Enforcement 
Accreditation.  This accreditation has been received by only four percent of American law enforcement 
agencies and serves as the International Gold Standard for public safety agencies.    
 
Economic Condition and Outlook 
 
Cleveland Metroparks saw successful passage of a 2.7 mill levy (1.8 mill renewal with a 0.9 mill increase) 
in November 2013.  This initiative passed with approximately 70 percent affirmative vote.  This levy will 
initially provide the Metroparks with approximately $23 million of additional revenue per year, attributable 
to the new millage and updated property values in Cuyahoga County and Hinckley Township of Medina 
County.  The levy extends for ten years (2014-2023) and will allow Cleveland Metroparks to implement 
prioritized initiatives articulated in Cleveland Metroparks Strategic Plan:  Cleveland Metroparks 2020: The 
Emerald Necklace Centennial Plan and Cleveland Metroparks Zoo Strategic Long Term Plans. 
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Cuyahoga County, Ohio, in which 82 percent of Cleveland Metroparks acreage exists, spans a total of 1,246 
square miles. According to the 2010 census, its population has decreased 9.2 percent since 2000. However, 
it is still the most populous and urbanized county in the State of Ohio. Cuyahoga County had an appraisal 
revaluation conducted in 2015.  
  
Significant Initiatives 

Cleveland Metroparks has remained committed to supporting existing facilities and infrastructure with a 
balance of new initiatives.  Parkway paving and bridge rehabilitation remain a priority throughout 
Cleveland Metroparks. 
 
Continued strategic land acquisitions were completed during 2017 bringing the total acres within Cleveland 
Metroparks reservations to 23,379 acres in 18 reservations.   
 
On June 6, 2013, Cleveland Metroparks assumed management of the lakefront state properties which 
include Edgewater Park, E. 55th Street Marina, Gordon Park, Euclid Beach Park, Villa Angela and 
Wildwood Park.  While the City of Cleveland will continue to own the properties, Cleveland Metroparks 
holds a 99 year lease to manage and enhance the parks, with a commitment to outstanding stewardship.  
Transitional funding, in the amount of $14 million, was provided by the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources to help facilitate significant capital improvements throughout all the properties.  Euclid Beach 
Park, Villa Angela Park and Wildwood Park join Euclid Creek Reservation, while Edgewater Park, E. 55th 
Street Marina and Gordon Park comprise Cleveland Metroparks newest property, Lakefront Reservation.  
From beaches to boat ramps, fitness trails to fishing piers, Lakefront Reservation is a true gem in the 
“Emerald Necklace” anchoring Cleveland Metroparks’ presence on the shores of Lake Erie.  The lakefront 
properties will have undergone an estimated $17.6 million capital transformation over a three year period. 
 
Cleveland Metroparks has reinvigorated the Cleveland Lakefront Parks into destinations of choice, 
reconnecting communities with their Great Lake and the Cuyahoga River. Enhancements include new trail 
connections, conservation initiatives, safety improvements, water-based recreation opportunities and 
innovative programming. During 2017, 48,238,520 individual visits were made to Cleveland Metroparks 
and Cleveland Metroparks Zoo. This represents an increase of 1.8 percent from 2016 (47,394,974).  
 
From former industrial land farther along the Cuyahoga River, in Cleveland’s urban core, Cleveland 
Metroparks created the innovative Rivergate Park. The space has been transformed into a recreational hub 
including a skate-park, bicycle co-op, and bike-share station.  Merwin’s Wharf restaurant, operated by 
Cleveland Metroparks, provides high-quality meals while offering diners up-close views of passing ships, 
recreational paddlers and competitions such as regattas and dragon boat races on the Cuyahoga River. 
 
In 2014, Cleveland Metroparks acquired the Whiskey Island and Wendy Park properties.  Whiskey Island, 
lies along the Lake Erie shoreline and includes Wendy Park, the Whiskey Island Marina, a restaurant, a dry 
dock, sand volleyball courts, and the location of the northern end of the Lake Link Trail.   
 
Heritage Park I is on the East Bank of the Cuyahoga River near Canal Basin Park and the end of the Towpath 
Trail.  Heritage Park I offers views of the freighters as they navigate the tight turns of the river as well as 
historic features, including the Irish Famine Memorial and a replica of the Lorenzo Carter log cabin.   
 
The small greenspaces on either side of the Flats East Bank and Flats West Bank along the Cuyahoga River 
are strategically positioned next to the new East Bank Flats development on one bank and Windows of the 
River, Cleveland Aquarium, and connections to the Lake Link Trail on the opposite bank. These spaces 
will become a greenspace parklet with recreational amenities, including a water taxi connection.  
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In the summer 2017, Cleveland Metroparks opened Edgewater Beach House which is an exciting addition 
to the recreational offerings of Cleveland Metroparks.  The 12,000 square foot, two story facility provides 
increased connections to both the beach and Edgewater Park, as well as improving neighborhood 
connections.  The building offers views of Lake Erie and downtown Cleveland, especially from the second 
level open air pavilion.  Seasonal food and beverage offerings are also included.   
 
The Cleveland Metroparks Zoo is currently in the final stages of completing the Asian Highlands exhibit, 
which will include new homes for the snow leopards, amur leopards, red pandas and takin, a new animal 
for the Zoo.   
 
Financial Policies
 
Cleveland Metroparks has 103 short and long term financial policies available for its staff on Cleveland 
Metroparks portal and available to any citizen who request the same through the Department of Finance.  
The extensive policies address areas such as short and long-range planning, investments, budgeting, 
revenue, expenditures, payroll, capital assets, and auditing.  A brief description of each follows: 
 
Short and Long Range Planning 
In conjunction with the departmental goals and objectives, short and long term operating and capital 
allocations are determined utilizing a financial forecast.  This forecast ensures funds are adequately 
available through the ten year levy cycle.  Further, the annual spending plan details monthly revenue and 
expenditure planning throughout the budget year. 
 
Investments 
The investment policy strives to maximize liquidity, safety and return.  In accordance with investments 
available under Ohio Revised Code, the Chief Financial Officer shall exercise a standard of prudence and 
diversify investment instruments to avoid incurring unreasonable risks inherent in over investing in specific 
instruments, individual institutions or maturities.  A report of all investments is submitted to the Board of 
Park Commissioners monthly. 
 
Budgeting 
The budget policies incorporate an extensive process in which all division managers are involved.  
Cleveland Metroparks adopts a temporary budget, representing approximately 24 percent of the prior year’s 
budget, until the final budget is approved by the end of the first quarter.  Financial reports are generated 
monthly and monitoring is done by division supervisors, chiefs, the Chief Executive Officer and the Chief 
Financial Officer.  Budget adjustments can be accomplished within the object level without board action 
and between object accounts with board action. 
 
Revenue 
51 revenue locations include: eight golf courses, Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, The Chalet, Nature Shops, six 
nature centers, two restaurants, marinas, and various concession locations.  These locations deposit 
revenues directly and prepare summary reports weekly.  Certain revenue reports are then sent weekly to 
accounting where they are entered into the accounting system, while the golf courses and Zoo enter their 
revenues directly into the accounting system, ultimately getting reconciled to the monthly bank statement. 
The Accounting Manual details specific cash collection and inventory procedures for each revenue location. 
 
Expenditures 
Cleveland Metroparks expenditures reflect the Board of Park Commissioners’ and staff’s commitments to 
serve present and future citizens with reliable conservation, education and recreation opportunities.  
Expenditures are projected conservatively using an objective and analytical approach as well as certain 
techniques such as historical patterns, current information, and economic trends to maintain consistency, 
reliability, and reasonableness. Prudent expenditure planning and accountability ensures financial stability. 
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Payroll 
Maintenance of accurate and complete payroll records is crucial to the overall control of expenditures and 
proper reporting of payroll costs.  Adopted policies in this area provide a framework by which payroll is 
structured to provide effective internal controls and documentation. 
 
Capital Assets 
Capital Assets are tangible or intangible assets that have an initial useful life beyond five years.  Capital 
assets include land, land improvements, buildings, site structures, exhibits, construction in progress, 
vehicles, machinery and equipment, and infrastructure.  Capitalization limits have been established based 
on each of these asset classes and serve by which asset acquisitions are added to the capital asset accounts.  
Cleveland Metroparks depreciates in accordance with the requirements of the Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board’s, Statement 34. 
 
Compliance 
Cleveland Metroparks’ operational compliance function ensures financial integrity, the safeguarding of 
assets and adherence to established policies and procedures.  Procedural reviews are performed throughout 
the year and include areas such as cash handling, inventory control, capital assets and payroll. 
 
Awards and Achievements 
 
The Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) has presented an 
award of Distinguished Budget Presentation to Cleveland Metroparks for its annual budget for 25 
consecutive fiscal years beginning January 1, 1993 through January 1, 2017.  To receive this award, a 
governmental unit must publish a budget document that meets program criteria as a policy document, as an 
operations guide, as a financial plan and as a communication device. The award is valid for a period of one 
year only.   
 
The Cleveland Metroparks proudly received the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting for the fiscal years beginning January 1, 2012 through 2016, respectively.  The Government 
Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) awards a Certificate of Achievement 
for Excellence in Financial Reporting to a governmental unit that publishes an easily readable and 
efficiently organized Comprehensive Annual Financial Report which conforms to program standards.  Such 
reports must satisfy both generally accepted accounting principles and applicable legal requirements. A 
Certificate of Achievement is valid for a period of one year only.    
 
Cleveland Metroparks believes the current report conforms to the requirements and standards of the 
Certificate of Achievement Program and has submitted the report the GFOA to determine eligibility for a 
Certificate of Achievement. 
 
Cleveland Metroparks additionally was the only governmental agency in Ohio and only Metropark in the 
United States to receive the National Purchasing Institute’s 2017 Achievement of Excellence in 
Procurement Award.  This is the seventh consecutive year this award has been earned. 
 
Cleveland Metroparks, in 2013, also received accreditation from The Commission for Accreditation of Park 
and Recreation Agencies (CAPRA), the most prestigious organization for certifying standards of excellence 
in park districts in the United States.  The accreditation process for CAPRA consists of an agency’s 
compliance with 144 standards. Agencies must meet 36 Fundamental Standards and at least 85 percent of 
the remaining 108 standards. Only 106 of the thousands of parks and recreation agencies in the country 
meet these high standards and are accredited by CAPRA. Cleveland Metroparks met, or exceeded, 99 
percent of the accreditation standards.   
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Postscript 
 
The employees of Cleveland Metroparks are proud of the community in which we work and live.  We 
pledge our continued dedication to providing the highest possible level of service to the citizens of 
Cuyahoga County and Hinckley Township of Medina County.  We are committed to enhancing the quality 
of life that our community has come to expect and enjoy. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Brian M. Zimmerman    William Chorba III, CPA 
Chief Executive Officer    Chief Financial Officer 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT 

To the Board of Park Commissioners 
Cleveland Metropolitan Park District: 

Report on the Financial Statements 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, the discretely 
presented component unit, the major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the 
Cleveland Metropolitan Park District (the “District”) as of and for the year ended December 31, 2017, and 
the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the District’s basic financial 
statements as listed in the table of contents. 

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements 

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in 
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes 
the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair 
presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or 
error. 

Auditors’ Responsibility 

Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on our audit.  We did not 
audit the financial statements of the Cleveland Zoological Society which represent all of the assets, net 
position, and revenues of the discretely presented component unit.  Those statements were audited by 
other auditors whose report has been furnished to us, and our opinion, insofar as it relates to the amounts 
included for the Cleveland Zoological Society, is based solely on the report of other auditors.  We 
conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards,
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.  Those standards require that we plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free from 
material misstatement. 

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in 
the financial statements.  The procedures selected depend on the auditors’ judgment, including the 
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or 
error.  In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity’s 
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of 
the entity’s internal control.  Accordingly, we express no such opinion.  An audit also includes evaluating 
the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting 
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial 
statements. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 
our audit opinions. 
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Opinions

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the 
respective financial position of the governmental activities, the discretely presented component unit, the 
major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the Cleveland Metropolitan Park District, as 
of December 31, 2017, and the respective changes in financial position and the budgetary comparison for 
the General Fund thereof for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America.

Other Matters 

Required Supplementary Information 

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the management’s 
discussion and analysis and schedules of net pension liabilities and pension contributions, as listed in the 
table of contents, be presented to supplement the basic financial statements.  Such information, although 
not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in 
an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context.  We have applied certain limited procedures 
to the required supplementary information in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in 
the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of management about the methods of 
preparing the information and comparing the information for consistency with management’s responses to 
our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the 
basic financial statements. We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information 
because the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or 
provide any assurance. 

Other Information 

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that collectively 
comprise the District’s basic financial statements. The introductory section, individual fund statement and 
schedule and statistical section are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required 
part of the basic financial statements. 

The individual fund statement and schedule are the responsibility of management and were derived from 
and relate directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial 
statements. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the 
basic financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such 
information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial 
statements or to the basic financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in 
accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion, 
the information is fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to the basic financial statements as a 
whole. 

The introductory section and statistical section have not been subjected to the auditing procedures 
applied in the audit of the basic financial statements, and accordingly, we do not express an opinion or 
provide any assurance on them. 



3

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated June 26, 2018 
on our consideration of the District’s internal control over financial reporting and on our tests of its 
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other 
matters.  The purpose of that report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over 
financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the District’s internal control over financial reporting or on compliance.  That report is an 
integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the 
District’s internal control over financial reporting and compliance. 

 

Clark, Schaefer, Hackett & Co. 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
June 26, 2018 
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 
Management’s Discussion and Analysis 

For the Year December 31, 2017 
Unaudited 

 
 
The discussion and analysis of Cleveland Metroparks’ (the Metroparks) financial performance provides an 
overall review of the Metroparks’ financial activities for the year ended December 31, 2017. The intent of 
this discussion and analysis is to look at the Metroparks’ financial performance as a whole; readers should 
also review the basic financial statements and notes to enhance their understanding of the Metroparks’ 
financial performance. 

Financial Highlights 
 
Key financial highlights for 2017 are as follows: 
 

• In total, net position decreased approximately $1.8 million from 2016. 
 

• Total revenues increased by $5.2 million, or 5%, while total expenses increased by $5.4 million, or 
5%. 

 
• Property taxes are the largest general revenue source and account for 59.7% of total revenue in 2017. 

Collections in 2017 increased by $2.3 million from 2016. 

Using this Annual Financial Report 
 
This annual report consists of a series of financial statements and notes to those statements. These statements 
are prepared and organized so the reader can understand the Metroparks as a financial whole or as an entire 
operating entity. The statements then proceed to provide an increasingly detailed look at our specific financial 
conditions. 
 
The statement of net position and statement of activities provide information about the activities of the whole 
Metroparks, presenting both an aggregate view of the Metroparks’ finances and a longer-term view of those 
assets. The statement of activities shows changes to net position related to each department of the 
Metroparks. Fund financial statements tell how services were financed in the short-term as well as what 
dollars remain for future spending. 

Reporting on the Metroparks as a Whole 

Statement of Net Position and the Statement of Activities 
 
The statement of net position and statement of activities include all assets and deferred outflows of resources 
and liabilities and deferred inflows of resources, using the accrual basis of accounting similar to the 
accounting method used by the private sector. The basis for this accounting takes into account all of the 
current year’s revenues and expenses regardless of when the cash was received or paid. 
 
These two statements report the Metroparks’ net position and the change in net position. The change in net 
position is important because it tells the reader whether, for the Metroparks as a whole, the financial position 
of the Metroparks has improved or diminished. However, in evaluating the overall position of the 
Metroparks, non-financial information such as changes in the Metroparks’ tax base and the condition of the 
Metroparks’ capital assets will also need to be evaluated.  
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In the statement of net position and the statement of activities, the Metroparks’ activities are divided into two 
types of activities: 
 

• Governmental Activities – All of the Metroparks’ services are reported here, including park 
operations, zoo operations, golf course, ranger department and administration. 

 
• Component Unit – The Metroparks includes the financial data of Cleveland Zoological Society (the 

Zoo Society). The Zoo Society is a nonprofit organization which operates under a Board of Trustees. 
The Zoo Society promotes the conservation and propagation of wildlife – particularly endangered 
species – primarily through support of the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo (the Zoo). The Zoo Society 
will engage the community in support of the Zoo and in its mission to improve the future for wildlife 
and will marshal the resources necessary to ensure that the Zoo remains one of the region’s 
preeminent destinations and ultimately one of the top five Zoos in the country. Since the economic 
resources received by the Zoo Society are almost entirely for the benefit of and accessible to the 
Metroparks, the Zoo Society is presented as a component unit of the Metroparks. The Cleveland 
Zoological Society is included as a component unit of the Metroparks due to the Metroparks’ 
influence on the programs and services provided by Cleveland Zoological Society and due to the 
operating agreement between the Cleveland Metroparks and Cleveland Zoological Society (Note 15). 
The Metroparks does not appoint any of the members of Cleveland Zoological Society’s governing 
board or approve the budget or debt issuance of Cleveland Zoological Society. 

 
Reporting on the Metroparks’ Most Significant Fund 

Governmental Fund 
 
The presentation for the Metroparks’ primary fund, the General Fund, focuses on how resources flow into 
and out of it and the balance that is left at year-end and available for spending in future periods. The General 
Fund is reported using modified accrual accounting which measures cash and all other financial assets that 
are expected to be readily converted to cash. The governmental fund statements provide a detailed short-term 
view of the Metroparks’ general operations and the basic services it provides. Governmental fund 
information helps determine whether there are more or fewer financial resources that can be spent in the near 
future on services provided to our users. The relationship (or difference) between governmental activities 
(reported on the statement of net position and the statement of activities) and the General Fund is reconciled 
in the financial statements. 
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 
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Cleveland Metroparks as a Whole 
 
Recall that the statement of net position looks at the Metroparks as a whole. Table 1 provides a summary 
of the Metroparks’ net position for 2017 compared to 2016. 
 

2017 2016 Change
Assets
Current and other assets 108,369,233$     104,073,194$     4,296,039$      
Capital assets 392,004,398       380,439,211       11,565,187      
Total Assets 500,373,631       484,512,405       15,861,226      

Deferred Outflows of Resources 32,766,410         25,933,274         6,833,136        

Liabilities
Current and other liabilities 8,645,859           5,579,256           3,066,603        
Long-term liabilities:

Net pension liabilities 79,403,542         59,588,255         19,815,287      
Other long-term amounts 6,947,117           5,839,074           1,108,043        

Total Liabilities 94,996,518         71,006,585         23,989,933      

Deferred Inflows of Resources 69,689,185         69,154,687         534,498          

Net Position
Net investment in capital assets 388,943,999       377,607,452       11,336,547      
Unrestricted (deficit) (20,489,661)        (7,323,045)         (13,166,616)     
Total Net Position 368,454,338$     370,284,407$     (1,830,069)$     

Net Position
Table 1

 
 
The net pension liability is the largest single liability reported by the Metroparks at December 31, 2017 and is 
reported pursuant to GASB Statement No. 68, “Accounting and Financial Reporting for Pensions—an 
Amendment of GASB Statement 27” (GASB 68). For reasons discussed below, many end users of this 
financial statement will gain a clearer understanding of the Metroparks’ actual financial condition by adding 
deferred inflows related to pension and the net pension liability to the reported net position and subtracting 
deferred outflows related to pension. 
 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board standards are national and apply to all government financial 
reports prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. When accounting for pension 
costs, GASB Statement No. 27 focused on a funding approach. This approach limits pension costs to 
contributions annually required by law, which may or may not be sufficient to fully fund each plan’s net 
pension liability. GASB 68 takes an earnings approach to pension accounting; however, the nature of Ohio’s 
statewide pension systems and state law governing those systems requires additional explanation in order to 
properly understand the information presented in these statements. 
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Under the standards required by GASB 68, the net pension liability equals the Metroparks’ proportionate 
share of each plan’s collective: 
 

1. Present value of estimated future pension benefits attributable to active and inactive employees’ past 
service 

2. Minus plan assets available to pay these benefits 
 
GASB notes that pension obligations, whether funded or unfunded, are part of the “employment exchange” – 
that is, the employee is trading his or her labor in exchange for wages, benefits, and the promise of a future 
pension. GASB noted that the unfunded portion of this pension promise is a present obligation of the 
government, part of a bargained-for benefit to the employee, and should accordingly be reported by the 
government as a liability since they received the benefit of the exchange. However, the Metroparks is not 
responsible for certain key factors affecting the balance of this liability. In Ohio, the employee shares the 
obligation of funding pension benefits with the employer. Both employer and employee contribution rates are 
capped by State statute. A change in these caps requires action of both Houses of the General Assembly and 
approval of the Governor. Benefit provisions are also determined by State statute. The employee enters the 
employment exchange with the knowledge that the employer’s promise is limited not by contract but by law. 
The employer enters the exchange also knowing that there is a specific, legal limit to its contribution to the 
pension system. In Ohio, there is no legal means to enforce the unfunded liability of the pension system as
against the public employer. State law operates to mitigate/lessen the moral obligation of the public employer 
to the employee, because all parties enter the employment exchange with notice as to the law. The pension 
system is responsible for the administration of the plan. 
 
Most long-term liabilities have set repayment schedules or, in the case of compensated absences (i.e. sick and 
vacation leave), are satisfied through paid time-off or termination payments. There is no repayment schedule 
for the net pension liability. As explained above, changes in pension benefits, contribution rates, and return 
on investments affect the balance of the net pension liability, but are outside the control of the local 
government. In the event that contributions, investment returns, and other changes are insufficient to keep up 
with required pension payments, State statute does not assign/identify the responsible party for the unfunded 
portion. Due to the unique nature of how the net pension liability is satisfied, this liability is separately 
identified within the long-term liability section of the statement of net position. In accordance with GASB 68, 
the Metroparks’ statements prepared on an accrual basis of accounting include an annual pension expense for 
their proportionate share of each plan’s change in net pension liability not accounted for as deferred 
inflows/outflows. 
 
The significant increase in total deferred outflow of resources in 2017 was due to an increase in the difference 
between projected and actual earnings on investments and change in actuarial assumptions related to the 
Metroparks’ net pension liability for OPERS. 
 
The net pension liability increase represents the Metroparks’ proportionate share of the OPERS traditional 
plan’s unfunded benefits. As indicated above, changes in pension benefits, contribution rates, and return on 
investments affect the balance of the net pension liability. 
 
The largest portion of the Metroparks’ net position ($388.9 million) reflects its investment in capital assets, 
less any related outstanding capital-related liabilities that were used to acquire those assets. The Metroparks’ 
uses these capital assets to provide its services to its citizens. Accordingly, these assets are not available for 
future spending. 
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The Metroparks’ unrestricted net position ended the year with a deficit balance of $20.5 million. This is 
primarily attributable to the Metroparks’ recognition of its proportionate share of net pension liabilities. If the 
effects of the net pension liability and related deferrals were excluded, the unrestricted net position reported 
would be a positive $26.6 million. As discussed previously, the operation of the state-wide pension system is 
outside the control of the Metroparks and varies year-to-year based on the performance of investments and 
other factors, it’s important to acknowledge the impact the recognition of the net pension liability has on the 
Metroparks’ reported net position. 
 
Table 2 shows the changes in net position for the years ended December 31, 2017 and 2016. 
 

2017 2016 Change
Revenues
Program revenues:

Charges for services 25,510,598$      23,616,707$      1,893,891$      
Operating grants and contributions 4,413,455          1,960,235          2,453,220        
Capital grants and contributions 9,267,753          10,425,941        (1,158,188)       

Total program revenues 39,191,806        36,002,883        3,188,923        

General revenues:
Property taxes 68,602,320        66,284,428        2,317,892        
Grants and entitlements not
  restricted to specific programs 6,702,511          6,205,637          496,874           
Investment earnings 302,565             217,285             85,280            
Miscellaneous 79,271               935,260             (855,989)         

Total general revenues 75,686,667        73,642,610        2,044,057        

Total revenues 114,878,473      109,645,493      5,232,980        

Expenses
Park operations 46,517,869        47,629,967        (1,112,098)       
Zoo operations 25,969,712        23,659,931        2,309,781        
Golf course 6,780,084          7,373,701          (593,617)         
Ranger department 12,327,659        11,244,740        1,082,919        
Administration 25,113,218        21,420,296        3,692,922        
Total expenses 116,708,542      111,328,635      5,379,907        
Change in net position (1,830,069)         (1,683,142)         (146,927)         
Net position, beginning of year 370,284,407      371,967,549      (1,683,142)       
Net position, end of year 368,454,338$     370,284,407$     (1,830,069)$     

Changes in Net Position
Table 2

 
 
Several revenue sources fund the Metroparks. Property taxes were the largest contributor in 2017 and 
accounted for 59.7% of total revenue, compared to 60.5% in 2016. The decrease in percentage is due to an 
increase in program revenues which caused property taxes to make up a slightly smaller portion of total 
revenues. 
  

- 9 -



CLEVELAND METROPARKS 
Management’s Discussion and Analysis 

For the Year December 31, 2017 
Unaudited 

 
 
The Metroparks has maintained a philosophy to strive for self-sufficiency in areas such as the golf courses, 
the Zoo, the Chalet and Aquatics. In 2017, charges for services and operating grants and contributions 
increased due to the opening of Edgewater Beachhouse and donations related to our 100th Anniversary 
celebration.  The impact of these increases was partially offset by decreases in capital grants and 
contributions decreased due to the time of requested reimbursements. 
 
Program expenses increased in a few areas in 2017. Ranger department increases were due to increases to 
GASB 68 related net pension expenses and legal settlement payments. Administration expenses increased 
during the year due to increased GASB 68 net pension expenses.  Zoo operations increased due to an increase 
in depreciation expense on capital assets with the completion of several projects. These increases were 
partially offset by decreases in other operations, including parks and golf course operations. These declines 
were due to effective expense management in both parks and golf course operations. 

The General Fund 
 
The General Fund is accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. The General Fund had 
revenues of $111.3 million and expenditures of $113.9 million and ended the year with a fund balance of 
approximately $20.0 million. The unassigned fund balance was $1.7 million, or 1.5% of total General Fund 
expenditures, compared to 5.1% in 2016. Explanation of changes in the General Fund follow the same 
explanations as those provided in the analysis of governmental activities. 

Budgeting Highlights 
 
The Metroparks’ budget is prepared according to Ohio law and is based on accounting for certain transactions 
on a basis of cash receipts, disbursements, and encumbrances.  
 
During the course of 2017, the Metroparks amended its General Fund budget. All recommendations for a 
budget change come from the Metroparks’ Chief Financial Officer to the Board of Park Commissioners for 
resolution enactment on the change. The General Fund is monitored closely looking for possible revenue 
shortfalls or over spending by individual departments. 
 
Original budgeted revenues for the General Fund were $112.8 million; final budget amount was $124.8 
million and the actual revenue was $112.3 million. The major factor contributing to the decrease in actual 
revenue was that many reimbursements related to capital grant expenditures were not received but are 
anticipated in 2018 or later. Original budgeted expenditures were less than the final budget by $13.9 million, 
primarily due to additional expenditures budgeted for capital projects. Actual expenditures were $24.4 
million less than the final budget estimate due to a concerted effort to manage expenditures and ongoing 
capital improvements continuing into the next year. 
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 
Management’s Discussion and Analysis 

For the Year December 31, 2017 
Unaudited 

 

Capital Assets 
 

2017 2016 Change

Land 128,753,101$    124,297,931$    4,455,170$     
Land improvement 11,628,220        7,249,294         4,378,926      
Construction in progress 18,454,290        22,363,796       (3,909,506)     
Site structures 11,058,439        9,921,673         1,136,766      
Exhibits 10,263,643        10,559,576       (295,933)        
Buildings 138,764,318      131,212,507     7,551,811      
Machinery and equipment 9,323,227          9,486,478         (163,251)        
Vehicles 3,476,223          3,622,269         (146,046)        
Infrastructure:

Bridges 21,785,485        22,694,353       (908,868)        
Fords 1,470,107          1,536,857         (66,750)          
Dams 82,315              84,786              (2,471)            
Tunnels 646,451             667,392            (20,941)          
Utilities 1,161,199          763,960            397,239         
Roads 18,386,466        18,970,647       (584,181)        
All purpose trails 12,808,111        12,669,349       138,762         
Golf course cart paths 448,231             496,222            (47,991)          
Other paved areas 3,494,572          3,842,121         (347,549)        

Totals 392,004,398$    380,439,211$    11,565,187$   

Table 3
Capital Assets at Year-End

(Net of Depreciation)

 
 
The increase in capital assets of $11,565,187 in 2017 was primarily attributable to increases in the 
nondepreciable capital assets and exhibits due to land acquisitions and completion of administrative office 
improvements, Edgewater Park improvements and Seneca Golf Course redesign. Construction in progress 
includes the ongoing work on projects such as the Asian Highlands exhibit, Centennial Trail North, Valley 
Parkway Connector Trail and Acacia Stream Restoration. See Note 8 of the basic financial statements for 
additional information on capital assets. 

Current Financial Related Activities 
 
Cleveland Metroparks has committed itself to financial excellence and has a history of doing just that. The 
Metroparks has received the Government Finance Officers Association’s Distinguished Budget Presentation 
Award for 25 consecutive fiscal years beginning January 1, 1993 through January 1, 2017. Cleveland 
Metroparks received the Government Finance Officers Association’s Certificate of Achievement in Financial 
Reporting Award for its first ever Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the fiscal year ended 
December 31, 2012. This award and recognition has since annually repeated through the December 31, 2016 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report. 
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 
Management’s Discussion and Analysis 

For the Year December 31, 2017 
Unaudited 

 
 
The mission of Cleveland Metroparks is to conserve significant natural resources and enhance people's lives 
by providing safe, high-quality outdoor education, recreation, and zoological opportunities. Further, the 
Metroparks is committed to creating compelling experiences that connect people with wildlife. Cleveland 
Metroparks makes available financial reports and budget documents annually. The Metroparks publishes a 
variety of informative documents related to the Metroparks and the Zoo. There is also information available 
at both the Metroparks and Zoo web sites www.clevelandmetroparks.com and www.clemetzoo.com, 
respectively. 

Contacting Cleveland Metroparks Chief Financial Officer 

This financial report is designed to provide the citizenry with the general overview of the Metroparks 
finances and show the Metroparks’ accountability for all money it receives, spends or invests. If you have 
any questions about this report or need financial information, please contact Chief Financial Officer William 
Chorba, Cleveland Metroparks, 4101 Fulton Parkway, Cleveland, Ohio 44144, or by email at 
wc1@clevelandmetroparks.com. 
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Governmental
Activities

Assets
Cash and cash equivalents 25,593,942$        
Cash and cash equivalents with fiscal agent 702,854               
Materials and supplies inventory 1,030,904            
Accrued interest receivable 23,664                 
Accounts receivable 802,131               
Due from component unit 2,601,079            
Intergovernmental receivable 4,738,566            
Prepaid items 331,902               
Property taxes receivable 72,544,191          
Nondepreciable capital assets 158,835,611        
Depreciable capital assets, net 233,168,787

Total Assets 500,373,631

Deferred Outflows of Resources
Pension 32,766,410

Liabilities
Accounts payable 1,594,600            
Contracts payable 3,060,399            
Accrued wages payable 1,461,423            
Matured compensated absences 67,771                 
Retainage payable 702,854               
Unearned revenue 318,747               
Insurance claims payable 364,600               
Intergovernmental payable 1,075,465            
Long-term liabilities:

Due within one year 1,261,237            
Due in more than one year:

Net pension liability 79,403,542          
Other amounts due more than one year 5,685,880

Total Liabilities 94,996,518

Deferred Inflows of Resources
Property taxes levied for next year 69,216,615
Pension 472,570

Total Deferred Inflows of Resources 69,689,185

Net Position
Net investment in capital assets 388,943,999        
Unrestricted (deficit) (20,489,661)

Total Net Position 368,454,338$

See accompanying notes to the basic financial statements.

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Statement of Net Position

December 31, 2017
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Current Assets
Cash and cash equivalents 1,215,313$          
Charitable gift annuities 240,390               
Pledges receivable, net 916,575               
Prepaid expenses and other assets 51,600

Total current assets 2,423,878            

Long-Term Assets
Office equipment, software, and network resources, at cost 650,122               
Less: accumulated depreciation (537,846)

112,276               
Other Long-Term Assets

Pledges receivable, net 794,592               
Marketable securities 13,473,605          
Investments in pooled separate accounts 267,392               
Beneficial interest in perpetual trusts 642,203

Total long-term assets 15,290,068

Total Assets 17,713,946

Current Liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued expenses 96,854                 
Other liabilities - funds held for others 31,309                 
Amounts due to Cleveland Metroparks:

Operating agreement 120,258               
Special construction projects 500,000               
Comprehensive campaign 1,980,821

Total amounts due to Cleveland Metroparks 2,601,079
Total current liabilities 2,729,242            

Long-Term Liabilities
Liability under split-interest agreements 121,339
Deferred compensation 292,392

Total long-term liabilities 413,731

Total Liabilities 3,142,973

Net Position
Unrestricted:

Undesignated 888,331               
Board-designated 11,319,565

Total unrestricted 12,207,896          
Temporarily restricted 1,336,874            
Permanently restricted 1,026,203

Total Net Position 14,570,973$

See accompanying notes and accountant's compilation report.

Statement of Net Position

December 31, 2017
Component Unit - Cleveland Zoological Society

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
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Net (Expense)
Revenue and

Changes in Net
Position

Operating Capital Total
Charges for Grants and Grants and Governmental

Functions/Programs Expenses Services  Contributions  Contributions Activities
   Governmental activities:

Parks operations 46,517,869$     6,535,685$          3,395,343$          4,936,358$           (31,650,483)$
Zoo operations 25,969,712       9,523,005           307,549              4,328,795            (11,810,363)
Golf course 6,780,084         6,002,523           2,480                  -                          (775,081)
Ranger department 12,327,659       233,253              151,839              -                          (11,942,567)
Administration 25,113,218 3,216,132 556,244 2,600 (21,338,242)
    Total governmental activities 116,708,542$  25,510,598$  4,413,455$  9,267,753$  (77,516,736)

General revenues:
Property taxes levied for general purposes  68,602,320
Grants and contributions not restricted to specific programs  6,702,511
Investment earnings 302,565
Miscellaneous 79,271

Total general revenues 75,686,667

Change in net position (1,830,069)
Net position beginning of year 370,284,407
Net position end of year 368,454,338$

See accompanying notes and accountant's compilation report

Program Revenues

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Statement of Activities

For the Year Ended December 31, 2017
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Temporarily Permanently
Unrestricted Restricted Restricted Total

Support, Revenues and Gains:
Membership 3,165,119$          -$                        -$                         3,165,119$
Individuals, corporations and foundations  1,139,709           810,861              48,250                 1,998,820
Comprehensive campaign -                         2,259,109           -                          2,259,109
Investment income 1,932,669           90,067                -                          2,022,736
Special events 669,533              -                         -                          669,533
Change in value of split-interest agreements  (6,123)                -                         66,084                 59,961
Net position released from restrictions 4,772,823 (4,772,823) - -

Total Support, Revenues and Gains 11,673,730 (1,612,786) 114,334 10,175,278

Expenses:
Program Services:

Cleveland Metroparks:
Operating agreement 2,051,046           -                         -                          2,051,046
Education 330,377              -                         -                          330,377
Conservation 544,768              -                         -                          544,768
Capital projects 3,493,621           -                         -                          3,493,621
Animal care and research 156,552              -                         -                          156,552
Lobbying 15,000                -                         -                          15,000

Membership 1,130,777 - - 1,130,777
Total program services 7,722,141 - - 7,722,141

Supporting Services:
Management and general 608,078              -                         -                          608,078
Fund raising:

Development 610,917              -                         -                          610,917
Comprehensive campaign 385,909              -                         -                          385,909
Publications 91,846                -                         -                          91,846
Special events 354,689 - - 354,689

Total fund raising 1,443,361 - - 1,443,361
Total supporting services 2,051,439 - - 2,051,439

Total Expenses 9,773,580 - - 9,773,580

Change in net position 1,900,150           (1,612,786)          114,334               401,698
Net position beginning of year 10,307,746 2,949,660 911,869 14,169,275
Net position end of year 12,207,896$  1,336,874$  1,026,203$  14,570,973$

See accompanying notes and accountant's compilation report

Statement of Activities

For the Year Ended December 31, 2017
Component Unit - Cleveland Zoological Society

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
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General
Fund

Assets
Cash and cash equivalents 25,593,942$        
Cash and cash equivalents with fiscal agent 702,854               
Materials and supplies inventory 1,030,904            
Accrued interest receivable 23,664                 
Accounts receivable 802,131               
Due from component unit 2,601,079            
Intergovernmental receivable 4,738,566            
Prepaid items 331,902               
Property taxes receivable 72,544,191

Total assets 108,369,233$

Liabilities
Accounts payable 1,594,600$          
Contracts payable 3,060,399            
Accrued wages payable 1,461,423            
Matured compensated absences 67,771                 
Retainage payable 702,854               
Unearned revenue 318,747               
Insurance claims payable 364,600               
Intergovernmental payable 1,075,465

Total liabilities 8,645,859

Deferred Inflows of Resources
Property taxes levied for next year 69,216,615
Unavailable revenue 10,541,619

Total deferred inflows of resources 79,758,234

Fund Balance
Nonspendable:

Inventory and prepaid items 1,362,806
Committed:

Capital improvements 3,724,320
Assigned:

Budget resources 11,436,764
Purchase on order 1,708,035

Unassigned 1,733,215
Total fund balance 19,965,140

Total Liabilities, Deferred Inflows of 
Resources and Fund Balance 108,369,233$

See accompanying notes and accountant's compilation report.

Governmental Fund

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Balance Sheet

December 31, 2017
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Total governmental fund balance 19,965,140$        

Amounts reported for governmental activities in the statement of
net position are different because:

Capital assets used in governmental activities are not financial resources
and therefore are not reported in the fund. 392,004,398

Other long-term assets are not available to pay for current period expenditures
and therefore are reported as unavailable revenue in the fund:

Delinquent property taxes 3,327,576
Intergovernmental 3,970,859      
Donations and sponsors 596,309         
Golf receipts 5,235             
Zoo receipts 288                
Park receipts 40,431           
Due from component unit 2,570,684      
Other 30,237 10,541,619
Total

Long-term liabilities are not due and payable in the current period and
therefore are not reported in the fund:

Compensated absences (6,583,654)            
Insurance claims payable (363,463)
Total (6,947,117)          

The net pension liability is not due and payable in the current period;
therefore, the liability and related deferred inflows/outflows are
not reported in the fund:

Deferred outflows - pension 32,766,410
Deferred inflows - pension (472,570)               
Net pension liability (79,403,542)
Net (47,109,702)

Net position of governmental activities 368,454,338$

See accompanying notes and accountant's compilation report.

December 31, 2017

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Reconciliation of Governmental Fund Balance to

Net Position of Governmental Activities
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General
Fund

Revenues
Property taxes 68,671,092$        
Intergovernmental 10,984,859          
Donations and sponsors 6,643,531            
Interest 302,565               
Golf receipts 5,054,487            
Zoo receipts 10,395,798          
Park receipts 7,403,973            
Damages and fines 225,822               
Other 1,583,424

Total Revenues 111,265,551

Expenditures:
Current:

Park operations 30,710,229          
Zoo operations 19,684,835          
Golf course 5,210,848            
Ranger department 9,384,547            
Administration 24,141,950          

Capital outlay 24,720,752

Total Expenditures 113,853,161

Change in fund balance (2,587,610)          
Fund balance beginning of year 22,552,750
Fund balance end of year 19,965,140$

See accompanying notes and accountant's compilation report.

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance

Governmental Fund
For the Year Ended December 31, 2017

- 19 -



Net change in fund balance - total governmental fund (2,587,610)$        

Amounts reported for governmental activities in the statement of
activities are different because:

Governmental fund reports capital outlays as expenditures. However, in the
statement of activities, the cost of those assets is allocated over their estimated
useful lives as depreciation expense. This is the amount by which capital outlays
exceeded depreciation in the current period:

Capital asset additions 22,840,769
Capital contributions 1,529,848
Depreciation expense (12,045,972)
Net 12,324,645

Governmental fund only reports the disposal of assets to the extent proceeds are
received from the sale. In the statement of activities, a loss is reported for
each disposal. (759,458)             

Revenues in the statement in activities that do not provide current financial
resources are not reported as revenues in the fund:

Delinquent property taxes (68,772)
Intergovernmental (351,504)      
Donations and sponsors 452,307        
Golf receipts (1,751)          
Zoo receipts (16,000)        
Park receipts 38,029          
Other 2,551,448   2,603,757
Total

Some expenses reported in the statement of activities do not require the use of
current financial resources and therefore are not reported as expenditures
in the governmental fund:

Compensated absences (1,028,921)          
Retrospective workers compensation (79,122)
Total (1,108,043)          

Contractually required contributions are reported as expenditures in the 
governmental fund; however, the statement of net position reports these 6,152,991            
amounts in deferred outflows of resources.

Except for amounts reported as deferred inflows/outflows, changes in net pension
liability are reported as pension expense in the statement of activities. (18,456,351)

Change in net position of governmental activities (1,830,069)$

See accompanying notes and accountant's compilation report.

of Governmental Fund to the Statement of Activities
For the Year Ended December 31, 2017

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Reconciliation of the Changes in Fund Balance
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Variance with
Final Budget

Positive
Original Final Actual (Negative)

Revenues
Property taxes 67,733,000$         67,733,000$         68,671,092$         938,092$              
Intergovernmental 15,362,755           24,731,666           10,384,636           (14,347,030)         
Donations and sponsors 3,385,870             6,357,937             7,322,831             964,894                
Interest 225,000                225,000                255,333                30,333                  
Golf receipts 6,794,436             6,794,436             5,993,185             (801,251)               
Zoo receipts 10,203,760           10,217,760           10,307,798           90,038                  
Park receipts 8,159,826             7,800,865             7,515,980             (284,885)               
Damages and fines 217,665                225,442                261,627                36,185                  
Other 702,100 702,100 1,583,014 880,914

Total Revenues 112,784,412 124,788,206 112,295,496 (12,492,710)

Expenditures:
Current:

Park operations 30,776,769           31,905,272           30,541,674           1,363,598             
Zoo operations 19,788,340           20,152,533           18,402,684           1,749,849             
Golf course 6,113,662             6,213,662             5,416,035             797,627                
Ranger department 9,298,968             9,302,867             8,948,963             353,904                
Administration 27,290,078           27,585,050           25,178,295           2,406,755             

Capital outlay 37,353,877 49,334,071 31,549,837 17,784,234

Total Expenditures 130,621,694 144,493,455 120,037,488 24,455,967

Change in fund balance (17,837,282)         (19,705,249)         (7,741,992)            11,963,257$         

Fund balance beginning of year 11,568,509           11,568,509           11,568,509           
Prior Year Encumbrances Appropriated 11,767,946 11,767,946 11,767,946
Fund balance end of year 5,499,173$ 3,631,206$ 15,594,463$

See accompanying notes and accountant's compilation report.

General Fund

Budgeted Amounts

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in
Fund Balance - Budget (Non-GAAP Basis) and Actual

For the Year Ended December 31, 2017
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Assets
Cash and cash equivalents 110,194$

Liabilities
Deposits held and due to others 110,194$

See accompanying notes and accountant's compilation report.

Agency Fund

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Statement of Fiduciary Assets and Liabilities

December 31, 2017
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 1—REPORTING ENTITY AND BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

The Financial 
Reporting Entity The Financial Reporting Entity: Omnibus

Discretely Presented Component Unit 

Cleveland Zoological Society 

- 23 -



CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 1—REPORTING ENTITY AND BASIS OF PRESENTATION – continued  

NOTE 2—SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

Basis of Presentation

Government-Wide Financial Statements   

Fund Financial Statements   
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 2—SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES continued

Fund Accounting

Governmental Funds   

General Fund   

Fiduciary Funds   

Measurement Focus

Government-Wide Financial Statements   

Fund Financial Statements   
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 2—SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES continued

Basis of Accounting

Revenues - Exchange and Nonexchange Transactions   

Deferred Outflows/Inflows of Resources   
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 2—SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES continued

Expenses/Expenditures   

Cash and Cash Equivalents

Certain External Investment Pools and Pool Participants

Materials and Supplies Inventory
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 2—SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES continued

Prepaid Items

Capital Assets
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 2—SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES continued

Pensions

Accrued Liabilities and Long-Term Obligations

Compensated Absences

- 29 -



CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 2—SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES continued

Fund Balance

Nonspendable. 

Restricted. 

Committed. 

Assigned.  

Unassigned.

Net Position
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 2—SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES continued

Estimates

Budgetary Process

NOTE 3—BUDGETARY BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 3—BUDGETARY BASIS OF ACCOUNTING continued

NOTE 4—DEPOSITS AND INVESTMENTS
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 4—DEPOSITS AND INVESTMENTS continued 

Deposits

Custodial Credit Risk. 
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 4—DEPOSITS AND INVESTMENTS continued 

Investments

Interest Rate Risk. 
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 4—DEPOSITS AND INVESTMENTS continued 

Credit Risk. 

Concentration of Credit Risk. 

NOTE 5—RECEIVABLES 

Property Taxes
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 5—RECEIVABLES continued

Tax Abatements
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 6—RISK MANAGEMENT 
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 6—RISK MANAGEMENT continued 
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 7—LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS 

- 39 -



CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 8—CAPITAL ASSETS 

Governmental Activities
Capital assets not being depreciated:

Capital assets being depreciated:
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 8—CAPITAL ASSETS continued  

NOTE 9—NET PENSION LIABILITY 

net pension liability 

intergovernmental payable 
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 9—NET PENSION LIABILITY 

Plan Description – Ohio Public Employees Retirement System (OPERS)

Group A Group B Group C

State and Local State and Local State and Local

Age and Service Requirements: Age and Service Requirements: Age and Service Requirements:

Formula: Formula: Formula:

Law Enforcement Law Enforcement Law Enforcement

Age and Service Requirements: Age and Service Requirements: Age and Service Requirements:

Formula: Formula: Formula:
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 9—NET PENSION LIABILITY continued  

2017 Statutory Maximum Contribution Rates 

2017 Actual Contribution Rates 

Pension Liabilities, Pension Expense, and Deferred Outflows of Resources and Deferred Inflows of 
Resources Related to Pensions
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 9—NET PENSION LIABILITY continued  
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 9—NET PENSION LIABILITY continued  

Actuarial Assumptions – OPERS 

Assumptions 
December 31, 2016 

Valuation 
December 31, 2015  

Valuation 
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 9—NET PENSION LIABILITY continued  

Discount Rate.

- 46 -



CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 9—NET PENSION LIABILITY continued  

Sensitivity of the Metroparks Proportionate Share of the Net Pension Liability to Changes in the Discount 
Rate.

NOTE 10—POSTEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 

Ohio Public Employees Retirement System
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 10—POSTEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS continued

NOTE 11—OTHER BENEFITS 

Compensated Absences

Health, Dental, Vision and Life Insurance
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 11—OTHER BENEFITS continued  

Flexible Benefit Plan

NOTE 12—SIGNIFICANT COMMITMENTS 

Contractual Commitments
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 12—SIGNIFICANT COMMITMENTS continued

Encumbrances

NOTE 13—CONTINGENCIES

NOTE 14—RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS

NOTE 15—CLEVELAND ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY (ZOO SOCIETY)

Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

Nature of Activities. 

Basis of Presentation. 
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 15—CLEVELAND ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY (ZOO SOCIETY) continued  

Temporarily Restricted Net Position 

Permanently Restricted Net Position 

Reclassifications. 

Functional Allocation of Expenses. 

Use of Estimates. 

Cash Equivalents. 
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 15—CLEVELAND ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY (ZOO SOCIETY) continued  

Contributions and Pledges Receivable 

Investments. 

Office Equipment, Software, and Network Resources. 

Split-Interest Agreements. 
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 15—CLEVELAND ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY (ZOO SOCIETY) continued 

In-Kind Contributions. 

Contributed Services. 

Income Taxes. 

Concentrations of Credit Risk. 
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 15—CLEVELAND ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY (ZOO SOCIETY) continued 

Subsequent Events. 

Cash and Cash Equivalents 

Pledges Receivable
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 15—CLEVELAND ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY (ZOO SOCIETY) continued 

The David Steffee Chair of Veterinary Medicine Gift Fund. 

David Steffee Address in Veterinary Medicine

Zoo Education. 

The Joan Rog Graduate Student Research Award. 

Ohio Facilities Commission. 

Kent H. Smith Charitable Trust

Corporate Matches. 
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 15—CLEVELAND ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY (ZOO SOCIETY) continued 

Investments

Fair Value Measurements
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 15—CLEVELAND ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY (ZOO SOCIETY) continued 

Board-Designated Net Position
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 15—CLEVELAND ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY (ZOO SOCIETY) continued 

Net Position Classification of Endowment Funds and Quasi-Endowment Funds
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 15—CLEVELAND ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY (ZOO SOCIETY) continued 

Return Objectives and Risk Parameters. 

Strategies Employed for Achieving Objectives. 
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 15—CLEVELAND ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY (ZOO SOCIETY) continued 

Spending Policy. 

Split-Interest Agreements

Restrictions on Net Position
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 15—CLEVELAND ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY (ZOO SOCIETY) continued 

Cleveland Metroparks

Operating Agreement. 
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 15—CLEVELAND ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY (ZOO SOCIETY) continued 

Circle of Wildlife. 

Comprehensive Campaign – Passport to the Wild. 

- 62 -



CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 15—CLEVELAND ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY (ZOO SOCIETY) continued 

Allocation of Joint Costs. 

In-Kind Contributions. 

Defined Contribution Plans
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CLEVELAND METROPARKS 

NOTE 15—CLEVELAND ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY (ZOO SOCIETY) continued 

Related Party Transactions
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2017 2016 2015 2014

Metroparks' Proportion of the Net Pension Liability 0.349667% 0.344018% 0.324745% 0.324745%

Metroparks' Proportionate Share of the Net Pension Liability 79,403,542$ 59,588,255$ 39,167,876$      34,381,833$

Metroparks' Covered Payroll 43,385,762$ 47,397,701$ 38,135,151$      30,009,029$

Metroparks' Proportionate Share of the Net Pension Liability
  as a Percentage of its Covered Payroll 183.02% 125.72% 102.71% 114.57%

Plan Fiduciary Net Position as a Percentage of the
  Total Pension Liability 77.25% 81.08% 86.45% 86.36%

(1) Information prior to 2014 is not available. Metroparks will continue to present information for years available until
      a full ten-year trend is compiled.

(2) Amounts presented for each year were determined as of the Metroparks' measurement date, which is the prior year-end.

Notes to Schedule:

Change in assumptions.  In 2017, changes in assumptions were made based upon an updated experience study that was
completed for the five-year period ended December 31, 2015. Significant changes included a reduction of the discount rate
from 8.0% to 7.5%, a reduction in the wage inflation rate from 3.75% to 3.25%, and transition from the RP-2000 mortality
tables to the RP-2014 mortality tables.

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Required Supplementary Information

Schedule of Proportionate Share of the Net Pension Liability
Ohio Public Employees Retirement System - Traditional Pension Plan

Last Four Years (1) (2)
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2017 2016 2015 2014 2013

Contractually Required Contributions 6,152,991$ 5,446,515$ 5,939,238$ 4,789,510$ 4,128,001$

Contributions in Relation to the Contractually
  Required Contributions (6,152,991)$ (5,446,515)$ (5,939,238)$ (4,789,510)$  (4,128,001)$

Contribution Deficiency (Excess) -$ -$ -$ -$  -$

Metroparks' Covered Payroll 44,793,795$ 43,385,762$ 47,397,701$ 38,135,151$  30,009,029$

Contributions as a Percentage of
  Covered Payroll 13.74% 12.55% 12.53% 12.56% 13.76%

(1) Information prior to 2013 is not available. Metroparks will continue to present information for years available until
      a full ten-year trend is compiled.

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Required Supplementary Information

Schedule of Contributions
Ohio Public Employees Retirement System - Traditional Pension Plan

Last Five Years (1)
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Beginning Ending
Balance Additions Deductions Balance

Flexible Benefits Plan
Assets
Cash and cash equivalents 82,659$ 349,315$ 321,780$  110,194$

Liabilities
Deposits held and due to others 82,659$ 349,315$ 321,780$  110,194$

Statement of Changes in Fiduciary Assets and Liabilities
Agency Fund

For the Year Ended December 31, 2017

Flexible Benefits Plan Fund - This fund accounts for employee contributions into the flexible benefits plan 
established by Metroparks.

Individual Fund Statements and Schedules
Fund Description - Fiduciary Fund

Fiduciary Funds

Fiduciary fund reporting focuses on net position and changes in net position. The fiduciary fund category is split into
four classifications: pension trust funds, investment trust funds, private purpose trust funds and agency funds. Trust
funds are used to account for assets held by a government under a trust agreement for individuals, private
organizations or other governments, and therefore are not available to support the government's own programs.
Metroparks has no trust funds. Agency funds are purely custodial (assets equal liabilities) and thus do not involve
measurement of results of operations.

Agency Fund

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
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Individual Fund Schedule of Revenues,
Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance
Budget (Non-GAAP Basis) and Actual
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Variance with
Final Budget

Positive
Original Final Actual (Negative)

Revenues
Property taxes 67,733,000$ 67,733,000$ 68,671,092$ 938,092$
Intergovernmental 15,362,755          24,731,666         10,384,636         (14,347,030)         
Donations and sponsors 3,385,870 6,357,937 7,322,831 964,894
Interest 225,000 225,000 255,333 30,333
Golf receipts 6,794,436 6,794,436 5,993,185 (801,251)
Zoo receipts 10,203,760 10,217,760 10,307,798 90,038
Park receipts 8,159,826 7,800,865 7,515,980 (284,885)
Damages and fines 217,665 225,442 261,627 36,185
Other 702,100 702,100 1,583,014 880,914

Total Revenues 112,784,412 124,788,206 112,295,496 (12,492,710)

Expenditures:
Current:

Park operations:
Salaries 21,102,660          21,708,717         21,452,459         256,258
Fringe benefits 2,990,511 2,990,511 2,880,749 109,762
Operating supplies/other 6,683,598 7,206,044 6,208,466 997,578

Total park operations 30,776,769 31,905,272 30,541,674 1,363,598

Zoo operations:
Salaries 11,520,181 11,450,781 10,923,347 527,434
Fringe benefits 1,799,363 1,798,513 1,604,909 193,604
Operating supplies/other 6,468,796 6,903,239 5,874,428 1,028,811

Total zoo operations 19,788,340 20,152,533 18,402,684 1,749,849

Golf course
Salaries 2,908,645 2,907,745 2,798,344 109,401
Fringe benefits 528,409 528,409 396,559 131,850
Operating supplies/other 2,676,608 2,777,508 2,221,132 556,376

Total golf course 6,113,662 6,213,662 5,416,035 797,627

Ranger department
Salaries 7,080,290 7,075,472 6,991,485 83,987
Fringe benefits 1,279,017 1,279,017 1,164,973 114,044
Operating supplies/other 939,661 948,378 792,505 155,873

Total ranger department 9,298,968 9,302,867 8,948,963 353,904

Administration
Salaries 8,621,310 8,698,310 8,364,543 333,767
Fringe benefits 7,469,090 7,489,202 6,898,613 590,589
Operating supplies/other 11,199,678 11,397,538 9,915,139 1,482,399

Total administration 27,290,078$ 27,585,050$ 25,178,295$ 2,406,755$
(continued)

General Fund

Budgeted Amounts

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in

Fund Balance - Budget (Non-GAAP Basis) and Actual

For the Year Ended December 31, 2017
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Variance with
Final Budget

Positive
Original Final Actual (Negative)

Expenditures (continued):
Capital outlay:

Parks 24,054,221$ 33,054,055$ 20,474,463$ 12,579,592$
Zoo 6,212,640 8,180,633 4,846,189 3,334,444
Golf course 3,136,740 3,136,740 1,761,858 1,374,882
Rangers 307,406 319,991 289,806 30,185
Administration 3,642,870 4,642,652 4,177,521 465,131

Total capital outlay 37,353,877 49,334,071 31,549,837 17,784,234

Total Expenditures 130,621,694 144,493,455 120,037,488 24,455,967

Change in fund balance (17,837,282)        (19,705,249)       (7,741,992)         11,963,257$

Fund balance beginning of year 11,568,509          11,568,509         11,568,509
Prior Year Encumbrances Appropriated 11,767,946 11,767,946 11,767,946
Fund balance end of year 5,499,173$ 3,631,206$ 15,594,463$

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in

Fund Balance - Budget (Non-GAAP Basis) and Actual
General Fund

For the Year Ended December 31, 2017

Budgeted Amounts
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STATISTICA
L

SECTIO
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STATISTICAL SECTION





Contents

Financial Trends
These schedules contain trend information to help the reader understand how the City's
financial position has changed over time.

Revenue Capacity
These schedules contain information to help the reader understand and assess the
factors affecting the City's ability to generate its most significant local revenue
sources, the income and property taxes.

Economic and Demographic Information
These schedules offer economic and demographic indicators to help the reader
understand the environment within which the City's financial activities take place and
to provide information that facilitates comparisons of financial information over time
and among governments.

Operating Information
These schedules contain service and infrastructure data to help the reader understand
how the information in the City's financial report relates to the services the City
provides and the activities it performs.

This part of the City's comprehensive annual financial report presents detailed information as a context for
understanding what the information in the financial statements, note disclosures, and required
supplementary information says about the City's overall financial health.

Sources: Unless otherwise noted, the information in these schedules is derived from the comprehensive
annual financial reports for the relevant year.

Statistical Section

S2 - S5

S6 - S14

S15 - S16

S17 - S19
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Gross Effective Gross Effective Gross Effective Gross Effective Gross Effective
Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate

Voted Millage by Levy
2004 General Operating

Effective Millage Rates
Residential/Agricultural 2.7500$     2.7183$     2.7500$     2.7112$     2.7500$     2.7119$     2.7500$     2.7500$     2.7500$     2.7500$     
Commercial/Industrial 2.7500 2.7500       2.7500       2.7500       2.7500       2.7500       2.7500       2.7368       2.7500       2.7046
General Business and Public Utility 2.7500 2.7500       2.7500       2.7500       2.7500       2.7500       2.7500       2.7500       2.7500       2.7500

Weighted Average Tax Rate

Overlapping Rates by Tax District
Cuyahoga County 14.0500 13.9140     14.0500     13.8802     14.0500     13.8698     14.0500     14.0195     14.0500     13.9495

Cities
Bay Village 14.9000 14.9000     14.9000     14.9000     14.9000     14.9000     14.9000     14.9000     14.9000     14.9000
Beachwood 4.0000 4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000
Bedford 21.7000 21.7000     21.7000     21.7000     21.7000     21.7000     21.7000     21.7000     21.7000     21.7000
Bedford Heights 21.9000     21.9000     21.9000     21.9000     21.9000     21.9000     21.9000     21.9000     21.9000     21.9000
Berea 16.8000 12.7858     16.8000     12.7815     16.8000     12.7856     16.8000     13.3281     16.8000     13.3138
Brecksville 8.2100 8.2100       8.2100       8.2100       8.2100       8.2100       8.2100       8.2100       8.2100       8.2100
Broadview Heights 11.8200     9.2960       11.8200     9.2954       11.8200     9.2958       10.4000     8.3082       10.4000     7.7918
Brook Park 4.7500 4.7379       4.7500       4.7377       4.7500       4.6833       4.7500       4.3764       4.7500       4.6694
Brooklyn 5.9000 5.9000       5.9000       5.9000       5.9000       5.9000       5.9000       5.9000       5.9000       5.9000
Cleveland 12.7000 12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000
Cleveland Heights 12.4200 12.4200     13.9200     13.9200     13.9200     13.9200     13.9200     13.9200     12.9000     12.9000
East Cleveland 12.7000 12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000
Euclid 13.6000 7.4632       13.6000     7.4435       13.6000     7.4252       13.6000     10.2346     13.6000     9.9585
Fairview Park 11.8000     11.5629     11.8000     11.5640     11.8000     11.5636     11.8000     11.7454     11.8000     11.7271
Garfield Heights 28.0600     28.0600     29.4000     29.4000     27.2000     27.2000     27.0000     27.2000     27.0000     27.0000
Highland Heights 4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000
Independence 2.2000 2.2000       2.2000       2.2000       2.2000       2.2000       2.2000       2.2000       2.2000       2.2000
Lakewood 17.4000 17.4000     17.4000     17.4000     17.4000     17.4000     17.4000     17.4000     17.4000     17.4000
Lyndhurst 11.5000 11.5000     11.5000     11.5000     11.5000     11.5000     11.5000     11.5000     11.5000     11.5000
Maple Heights 20.0000     20.0000     16.8000     16.8000     16.8000     16.8000     15.5000     15.5000     15.5000     15.5000
Mayfield Heights 10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000
Middleburg Heights 5.4500       4.7069       5.4500       4.7066       5.4500       4.7066       5.4500       4.8848       5.4500       4.8817
North Olmsted 13.3000     13.3000     13.3000     13.3000     13.3000     13.3000     13.3000     13.3000     13.3000     13.3000
North Royalton 8.2000 6.8378       8.2000       6.0205       8.2000       6.0196       8.2000       6.8130       8.2000       6.7482
Olmsted Falls 12.6500     9.8049       12.6500     9.8016       13.3500     10.5030     13.3500     10.5637     13.3500     10.3201
Parma 7.4000 7.4000       7.5000       7.5000       7.5000       7.5000       7.6000       7.5510       7.1000       6.8871
Parma Heights 10.0000     10.0000 10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000
Pepper Pike 9.5000       9.3596       9.5000       9.3553       9.5000       9.3558       9.5000       9.1995       9.5000       9.3947
Richmond Heights 18.3000 15.9788     18.3000     15.9742     18.1000     15.7728     18.1000     15.8380     18.1000     15.7130
Rocky River 10.8000 10.8000     10.8000     10.8000     10.9000     10.9000     10.9000     10.9000     10.9000     10.9000
Seven Hills 14.3900 14.2100     14.3900     14.2048     11.1000     10.9096     11.2000     11.2000     11.2000     11.2000
Shaker Heights 9.9000       9.9000       9.9000       9.9000       9.9000       9.9000       9.9000       9.9000       9.6000       9.6000
Solon 3.8000 3.6512       3.8000       3.6505       3.8000       3.6505       3.8000       3.7627       3.8000       3.7554
South Euclid 18.8500     18.8500     18.8500     18.8500     16.3500     16.3282     16.3500     16.2605     16.3500     16.1215
Strongsville 9.3000 7.1611       9.3000       7.1627       9.3000       7.1672       9.8000       7.8942       9.8000       7.8240
University Heights 13.2000 13.2000     13.2000     13.2000 13.2000     13.2000     13.2000     13.2000     13.2000     13.2000
Warrensville Heights 9.7000 6.6245       9.7000       6.6226       9.7000       6.6175       9.7000       6.8800       9.7000       6.8517
Westlake 9.5200 9.5200       9.5200       9.5200       9.5200       9.5200       9.5200       9.5200       9.5200       9.5200

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Property Tax Rates - Direct and Overlapping Governments (1)

(Per $1,000 of Assessed Valuation)
Last Ten Years 

2017 2016

2.72332.7282

2015

2.7244

2014

2.7461

2013

2.7500



Gross Effective Gross Effective Gross Effective Gross Effective Gross Effective
Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate

Voted Millage by Levy
2004 General Operating

Effective Millage Rates
Residential/Agricultural 1.8500$     1.8188$     1.8500$     1.8106$     1.8500$     1.8068$     1.8500$     1.6698$     1.8500$     1.6720$     
Commercial/Industrial 1.8500 1.7354       1.8500       1.7243       1.8500       1.7249       1.8500       1.7171       1.8500       1.7125
General Business and Public Utility 1.8500 1.8500       1.8500       1.8500       1.8500       1.8500       1.8500       1.8500       1.8500       1.8500

Weighted Average Tax Rate

Overlapping Rates by Tax District
Cuyahoga County 13.2200 12.7846     13.3200     12.8400     13.3200     12.8457     13.3200     12.6607     13.4200     11.8688

Cities
Bay Village 14.9000 14.9000     14.9000     14.9000     14.9000     14.9000     14.9000     14.9000     14.9000     14.9000
Beachwood 4.0000 4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000
Bedford 21.7000 21.7000     21.7000     21.7000     21.7000     21.7000     12.8000     12.8000     12.8000     12.8000
Bedford Heights 21.9000     21.9000     21.9000     21.9000     13.0000     13.0000     13.0000     13.0000     13.0000     13.0000
Berea 17.2000 13.1350     17.2000     13.1343     17.2000     13.1337     17.2000     13.0431     16.2000     12.0540
Brecksville 8.2100 8.2100       8.2100       8.2100       8.2100       8.2100       8.5000       8.5000       8.6000       8.6000
Broadview Heights 9.4000       6.3164       9.4000       6.3153       9.4000       6.3157       9.4000       6.2737       9.4000       6.2731
Brook Park 4.7500 4.6466       4.7500       4.6459       4.7500       4.6458       4.7500       4.6775       4.7500       4.6469
Brooklyn 5.9000 5.9000       5.9000       5.9000       5.9000       5.9000       6.9000       6.9000       6.9000       6.9000
Cleveland 12.7000 12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000
Cleveland Heights 12.9000 12.9000     12.9000     12.9000     12.9000     12.9000     12.9000     12.9000     12.9000     12.9000
East Cleveland 12.7000 12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000     12.7000
Euclid 13.6000 6.3749       13.6000     6.3560       15.6000     6.8572       15.6000     6.5565       15.6000     6.5540
Fairview Park 11.8000     11.5700     11.8000     11.5750     11.8000     11.5743     11.8000     11.5054     11.8000     11.5044
Garfield Heights 24.3000     24.3000     24.7000     24.7000     28.7000     28.7000     23.3000     23.3000     21.9000     21.9000
Highland Heights 4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000
Independence 2.2000 2.2000       2.6000       2.6000       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000
Lakewood 17.4000 17.4000     17.4000     17.4000     17.4000     17.4000     17.4000     17.4000     17.4000     17.4000
Lyndhurst 11.5000 11.5000     11.5000     11.5000     11.5000     11.5000     11.5000     11.5000     11.5000     11.5000
Maple Heights 15.5000     15.5000     15.5000     15.4926     15.5000     15.5000     15.5000     15.5000     15.5000     14.7784
Mayfield Heights 10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000
Middleburg Heights 5.4500       4.6881       5.4500       4.6878       5.4500       4.6877       5.4500       4.6686       5.4500       4.6686
North Olmsted 13.3000     13.3000     13.3000     13.3000     13.3000     13.3000     13.2000     13.2000     13.2000     13.2000
North Royalton 8.2000 5.9175       8.2000       5.9129       8.2000       5.9117       8.2000       5.7698       8.2000       5.7708
Olmsted Falls 14.4500     11.1585     14.2500     10.9706     15.2000     9.9418       15.7000     10.2462     16.5000     9.5842
Parma 7.1000 6.6287       7.1000       6.6274       7.1000       6.6267       7.1000       6.5166       7.1000       6.5160
Parma Heights 10.0000     10.0000 10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.0000     10.2000     10.2000     10.2000     10.2000
Pepper Pike 9.5000       9.4933       9.5000       9.4989       9.5000       9.5000       9.5000       9.0676       9.5000       9.0548
Richmond Heights 18.1000 15.5444     18.1000     15.5394     17.0000     14.4382     17.0000     14.3041     17.0000     14.3033
Rocky River 10.9000 10.9000     10.9000     10.9000     10.9000     10.9000     10.9000     10.9000     10.9000     10.9000
Seven Hills 9.5000 9.2063       9.2000       9.2000       8.2000       8.8251       9.2000       8.6128       9.2000       8.0675
Shaker Heights 9.9000       9.9000       9.9000       9.9000       9.9000       9.9000       9.9000       9.9000       9.9000       9.9000
Solon 3.8000 3.6580       3.9000       3.7565       3.9000       3.7563       4.1000       3.9417       4.1000       3.9411
South Euclid 13.1000     13.1000     13.1000     13.1000     14.9000     13.2321     14.9000     13.1066     14.7000     12.9048
Strongsville 9.9000 7.4089       9.9000       7.3637       9.9000       7.3603       9.9000       7.2089       10.1000     6.1886
University Heights 13.2000 13.2000     13.2000     13.2000 13.2000     13.2000     13.2000     13.2000     13.2000     13.2000
Warrensville Heights 9.7000 6.6205       9.7000       5.5887       9.7000       5.5887       9.7000       5.4808       13.2000     6.5850
Westlake 9.6000 9.6000       9.6000       9.6000       9.6000       9.6000       9.6000       9.6000       9.8000       9.8000

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Property Tax Rates - Direct and Overlapping Governments (1)

(Per $1,000 of Assessed Valuation)
Last Ten Years 

(continued)

2012 2011 2010 2009 2008

1.8200 1.8100 1.8100 1.6700 1.6700



Gross Effective Gross Effective Gross Effective Gross Effective Gross Effective
Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate

Villages
Bentleyville 8.9000$     7.5305$     8.9000$     7.5156$     8.9000$     7.5117$     8.9000$     8.9000$     8.9000$     7.8576$     
Bratenahl 15.0000 15.0000     15.0000     14.9047     15.0000     14.9081     16.0000     16.0000     16.0000     16.0000
Chagrin Falls 8.9000 8.2916       9.3000       8.6901       9.4000       8.7842       9.3000       9.3000       9.5000       9.4644
Cuyahoga Heights 4.4000 4.4000       4.4000       4.4000       4.4000       4.4000       4.4000       4.4000       4.4000       4.4000
Gates Mills 14.4000 12.6592     14.4000     12.5937     14.4000     12.6041     14.4000     14.4000     14.4000     14.4000
Glenwillow 3.3000 3.3000       3.3000       3.3000       3.3000       3.3000       3.3000       3.3000       3.3000       3.3000
Highland Hills 20.7000 19.3343     20.7000     19.2801     20.7000     12.4473     20.7000     11.0053     20.7000     10.9855
Hunting Valley 8.1000       8.1000       8.1000       8.1000       5.1000       5.1000       5.1000       5.1000       5.1000       5.1000
Linndale 2.8000 2.8000       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000
Mayfield 7.3000 4.2204       7.3000 4.2180       7.3000       4.2176       7.3000       4.5692       7.3000       4.5535
Moreland Hills 7.3000 7.3000       7.3000       7.3000       7.3000       7.3000       7.3000       7.3000       7.3000       7.3000
Newburgh Heights 31.8000     31.8000     31.8000     31.8000     31.8000     30.9649     31.8000     30.6399     31.8000     30.5869
North Randall 4.8000 4.5550       4.8000       4.5550       4.8000       4.5550       4.8000       4.6576       4.8000       4.6048
Oakwood 3.8000 3.8000       3.8000       3.8000       3.8000       3.8000       3.8000       3.8000       3.8000       3.8000
Orange 7.0000 7.0000       7.0000       7.0000       7.1000       7.1000       7.1000       7.1000       7.1000       7.1000
Valley View 6.7000       6.6987       6.7000       6.6963       6.7000       6.7000       6.7000       6.7000       6.7000       6.7000
Walton Hills 0.3000 0.3000       0.3000       0.3000       0.3000       0.3000       0.3000       0.3000       0.3000       0.3000
Woodmere 4.3000 4.3000       4.3000       4.3000       4.3000       4.3000       4.3000       4.3000       4.3000       4.3000

Townships
Chagrin Falls 0.4000 0.4000       0.4000       0.4000 0.4000       0.4000       0.4000       0.4000       0.4000       0.4000
Olmsted 27.5000 17.7494     27.5000     17.7170     27.5000     17.7328     27.5000     19.2326     23.5000     15.6461

School Districts
Bay Village City 122.1800 57.4924     122.4100   57.7192     116.8100   52.0512     116.8100   63.1252     116.8100   62.5437
Beachwood City 86.2000 40.3077     86.4000     40.4946     86.4000     40.4524     86.4000     48.9374     86.4000     48.6513
Bedford City 75.7200 45.3116     75.7200     45.2045     75.7200     45.1652     75.7200     54.2630     70.8200     49.0798
Berea City 82.2000 48.6825     82.2000     48.6417     78.0000     44.4553     78.7000     51.8216     78.8000     51.5507
Brecksville-Broadview Heights City 82.8900 44.8383     77.0000     38.9210     77.0000     38.9563     77.0000     43.8622     77.2000     43.2930
Brooklyn City 56.8000 51.3082     59.8000     51.7721     59.8000     49.8372     60.2000     49.0033     60.1000     48.9944
Chagrin Falls Exempted Village 124.1000 61.5733     115.2000   53.2460     115.3000   53.3127     115.3000   62.7821     115.6000   61.8377
Cleveland Heights - University Heights City 156.0900 88.4875     155.5900 87.4552     149.5900   81.3081     149.5900   93.5397     149.5900   92.7788
Cleveland Municipal 79.3000 52.6274     79.3000     52.5272     79.3000     52.4795     79.4000     60.6077     79.8000     60.1246
Cuyahoga Heights Local 35.7000 30.1360     35.7000     30.1165     35.7000     30.1361     35.7000     32.5681     35.7000     32.5011
East Cleveland City 95.1000 57.9180     95.1000     57.7161     95.1000     57.5531     94.1000     73.9243     94.1000     70.9317
Euclid City 109.8200 85.4798     110.9200   86.4056     102.0200   77.3439     101.6000   88.8396     100.7000   86.3873
Fairview Park City 98.7200 57.0089     98.6200     56.9658     96.1700     54.4973     96.4700     62.0500     96.4700     61.1419
Garfield Heights City 86.2600 83.1684     87.7600     84.4587     81.0600     71.6367     81.0600     69.6492     78.2600     65.6750
Independence Local 36.7000     34.7439     36.7000     34.7329     36.1000     34.1022     35.8000     35.8000     36.0000     36.0000
Lakewood City 122.7300 62.9459     122.7300   62.8527     122.7300   62.8665     123.2300   80.8649     123.2300   80.9159
Maple Heights City 91.5000 78.9112     91.5000     78.7734     88.7700 74.0557     88.2000     70.8478     81.2000     62.2855
Mayfield City 90.6700 53.9209     90.7200     53.8388     84.1200     47.2295     84.1200     51.0910     84.2200     50.2855
North Olmsted City 97.1000 59.9663     96.9000     59.7381     96.9000     59.7329     96.9000     64.0853     91.4000     57.6284
North Royalton City 68.5000 44.4431     65.7000     41.6366     65.7000     41.6407     65.7000     41.6295     65.7000     41.4324
Olmsted Falls City 100.0000 53.7395     100.4000   54.0417     102.2000   55.8188     102.2000   56.5034     102.2000   56.3994
Orange City 91.2000 45.9803     91.2000     45.6793     91.1000     46.6578     91.1000     53.7749     91.1000     53.2603
Parma City 75.8600 55.4407     75.8100     55.3675     75.7100     55.2430     75.5100     56.9205     75.7000     57.2533
Richmond Heights Local 99.9800 64.6260     87.9000     52.4409     87.9000     52.4040     87.9000     51.5521     87.9000     50.7616
Rocky River City 90.4700 47.2882     89.5500     46.3521     89.5500     46.2970     89.5500     64.8023     89.5500     64.6202
Shaker Heights City 190.4800 99.0596     186.7300   94.7243     186.7300   94.5621     186.8300 126.9931   180.2300   117.4225
Solon City 82.2000 47.3343     82.2000     47.2526     82.2000     47.2543     82.2000     59.9109     82.2000     59.3596
South Euclid - Lyndhurst City 107.7000 68.2018     107.7000   68.0607     107.8000   66.9334     107.6000   65.7911     107.4000   63.7761
Strongsville City 81.7800 41.0156     81.7800     41.0288     81.7800     41.0607     81.7800     44.0647     81.6800     43.1773
Warrensville City 93.2000 68.8734     92.4000     68.0382     91.7000     67.2653     91.8000     69.6940     91.8000     69.7819
Westlake City 69.9000 35.8434     70.2000     36.1210     70.1000     36.0546     70.1000     40.8183     70.1000     40.6811

Property Tax Rates - Direct and Overlapping Governments (1)
(Per $1,000 of Assessed Valuation)

Last Ten Years 

2017 2016 2015 2014 2013
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Gross Effective Gross Effective Gross Effective Gross Effective Gross Effective
Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate

Villages
Bentleyville 8.9000$     6.9159$     8.9000$     7.4721$     8.9000$     7.4705$     8.9000$     7.4564$     8.9000$     7.4530$     
Bratenahl 16.0000 15.4864     16.0000     15.9972     15.5000     12.9000     15.5000     14.1134     14.0000     11.6432
Chagrin Falls 11.2000 11.1847     11.2000     11.1828     11.2000     11.2000     11.2000     8.8401       16.5000     13.2379
Cuyahoga Heights 4.4000 4.4000       4.4000       4.4000       4.4000       4.4000       4.4000       4.4000       4.4000       4.4000
Gates Mills 14.4000 12.7636     14.4000     12.7249     14.4000     12.7194     14.4000     12.1300     14.4000     12.0951
Glenwillow 3.3000 3.3000       3.3000       3.3000       3.3000       3.3000       3.3000       3.3000       3.3000       3.3000
Highland Hills 20.7000 11.8205     20.7000     11.4924     20.7000     11.4894     20.7000     12.8525     20.7000     12.8036
Hunting Valley 5.1000       5.1000       5.1000       5.1000       5.1000       5.1000       5.1000       5.1000       5.1000       5.1000
Linndale 2.8000 2.8000       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000
Mayfield 7.8000 4.1678       7.3000 4.1656       7.3000       4.1649       7.3000       4.1547       7.3000       4.1546
Moreland Hills 7.3000 7.3000       7.3000       7.3000       7.3000       7.3000       7.3000       7.3000       7.3000       7.3000
Newburgh Heights 23.1000     22.7248     23.1000     22.6790     19.5000     17.9780     19.5000     16.8366     19.5000     16.8060
North Randall 4.8000 4.2230       4.8000       4.2148       4.8000       4.2131       4.8000       4.1723       4.8000       4.1714
Oakwood 3.8000 3.8000       3.8000       3.8000       3.8000       3.8000       3.8000       3.8000       3.8000       3.8000
Orange 7.1000 7.1000       7.1000       7.1000       7.1000       7.1000       7.1000       7.1000       7.1000       7.1000
Valley View 6.7000       6.7000       6.7000       6.7000       6.7000       6.7000       7.1000       5.3339       7.1000       5.3333
Walton Hills 0.3000 0.3000       0.3000       0.3000       0.3000       0.3000       0.3000       0.3000       0.3000       0.3000
Woodmere 4.3000 4.3000       4.3000       4.3000       4.3000       4.3000       4.3000       4.3000       4.3000       4.3000

Townships
Chagrin Falls 0.0400 0.0400       0.0400       0.0400 0.0400       0.0400       0.0400       0.0400       0.0400       0.0400
Olmsted 23.5000 13.8235     23.5000     13.8021     21.5000     11.7057     21.5000     11.0654     21.5000     11.0986

School Districts
Bay Village City 129.7500 67.8734     114.9500   52.9108     108.8500   46.7716     108.8500   45.8465     108.8500   45.7500
Beachwood City 86.4000 41.1621     86.4000     41.0169     83.9000     38.4659     83.9000     36.3500     82.3000     34.7835
Bedford City 71.3000 37.5823     72.5000     38.6990     72.5000     38.6966     67.6000     30.9966     67.6000     31.0146
Berea City 75.0000 38.7027     74.9000     38.5574     75.0000     38.6450     74.9000     35.9563     74.9000     35.9966
Brecksville-Broadview Heights City 77.2000 39.1911     77.2000     39.1176     77.3000     39.1700     77.1000     37.2338     77.1000     37.1756
Brooklyn City 47.2000 34.3550     47.2000     34.2129     47.0000     35.0838     46.4000     32.9276     39.5000     26.0149
Chagrin Falls Exempted Village 107.7000 47.5708     107.7000   47.3264     108.6000   48.2245     108.6000   47.8160     108.3000   47.4618
Cleveland Heights - University Heights City 143.7000 71.7220     136.8000 64.3156     136.8000   64.1928     136.7000   60.2978     136.7000   60.1573
Cleveland Municipal 64.8000 31.6742     64.8000     31.5069     64.8000     31.4601     64.8000     29.0766     64.8000     29.0506
Cuyahoga Heights Local 27.8000 21.4861     28.8000     22.4628     29.0000     22.6478     28.9000     22.4516     28.9000     22.4422
East Cleveland City 93.0000 40.1932     93.0000     39.9056     92.5000     39.2650     92.1000     35.4764     92.1000     35.4561
Euclid City 88.4000 53.3148     89.9000     54.4667     89.9000     54.4663     85.2000     46.1446     78.2000     39.1132
Fairview Park City 97.6000 56.8256     97.6000     56.7442     97.4000     56.5150     96.1000     51.9219     96.0000     51.7746
Garfield Heights City 56.8600 42.9977     56.3000     42.1197     56.5000     42.3215     54.6000     40.1189     54.5000     40.0213
Independence Local 34.9000     32.9393     31.9000     29.8969     32.0000     30.0066     31.4000     29.2735     31.5000     29.3471
Lakewood City 115.4000 56.6893     115.4000   56.4020     107.9000   48.8809     107.2000   45.9650     106.9000   45.5754
Maple Heights City 74.2000 48.8997     71.9000     47.4149     71.9000 47.4149     63.4000     34.4302     62.9000     36.1949
Mayfield City 78.3200 40.1875     74.2000     49.7767     78.3200     40.0985     78.3200     38.1502     71.4200     31.2351
North Olmsted City 91.4000 52.5975     91.4000     52.5281     83.5000     44.5988     83.5000     41.1735     83.5000     41.1462
North Royalton City 65.7000 41.0277     65.8000     41.0839     65.5000     41.1462     58.8000     33.7000     59.6000     34.5000
Olmsted Falls City 101.6000 54.1899     101.7000   54.1712     93.0000     45.4561     91.9000     41.6942     91.8000     41.6553
Orange City 91.1000 47.0164     86.1000     41.8247     86.0000     41.6958     86.0000     40.1499     86.0000     40.0270
Parma City 73.0000 49.3839     66.1000     42.4584     66.0000     42.3449     65.1000     38.8681     61.4000     35.1460
Richmond Heights Local 82.6000 41.5035     82.6000     41.3640     82.6000     41.3343     78.6000     33.6185     78.6000     33.5915
Rocky River City 84.3500 44.1296     84.3000     43.9489     82.7000     42.3267     82.7000     40.8212     77.1000     35.1664
Shaker Heights City 180.1300 86.4536     180.1300   85.7364     170.6000   76.1047     170.6000 71.0032     170.3000   70.4688
Solon City 82.2000 48.3345     82.2000     48.1861     75.5000     41.4665     75.3000     39.9335     75.3000     39.8732
South Euclid - Lyndhurst City 101.5000 55.4209     101.6000   55.3403     101.6000   50.6368     96.2000     45.2685     96.2000     45.2685
Strongsville City 80.9800 40.0776     81.1900     40.2545     81.2000     40.3511     81.2000     38.2267     81.3000     38.3385
Warrensville City 89.0000 50.7837     89.5000     51.1160     90.8000     51.9727     90.1000     49.6729     90.1000     49.6674
Westlake City 70.1000 36.7691     70.1000     36.6681     66.7000     33.2708     66.5000     31.7454     66.5000     31.7267

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Property Tax Rates - Direct and Overlapping Governments (1)

(Per $1,000 of Assessed Valuation)
Last Ten Years 
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2012 2011 2010 2009 2008



Gross Effective Gross Effective Gross Effective Gross Effective Gross Effective
Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate

Joint Vocational Schools
Cuyahoga Valley 2.0000$     2.0000$     2.0000$     2.0000$     2.0000$     2.0000$     2.0000$     2.0000$     2.0000$     2.0000$     
Polaris 3.0900 2.9858       3.0900       2.9848       2.4000       2.2699       2.4000       2.1745       2.4000       2.1401

Special Districts
Chagrin Falls Township Fire District 0.8000 0.8000       0.8000       0.8000       0.8000       0.8000       0.8000       0.8000       0.8000       0.8000
Cleveland Heights Public Library 10.0000 8.2615       10.0000     8.2156       10.0000     8.2030       10.0000     8.5685       7.8000       6.3169
Cleveland Library 6.8000 6.3485       6.8000       6.3465       6.8000       6.3455       6.8000       6.4725       6.8000       6.2210
Cleveland Port Authority 0.1300 0.1131       0.1300       0.1127       0.1300       0.1127       0.1300       0.1127       0.1300       0.1106
Cuyahoga County Library 2.5000 2.4755       2.5000       2.4707       2.5000       2.4695       2.5000       2.5000       2.5000       2.5000
East Cleveland Library 7.0000 7.0000       7.0000       7.0000       7.0000       7.0000       7.0000       7.0000       7.0000       6.9777
Euclid Library 5.6000       5.6000       5.6000       5.6000       5.6000       5.6000       5.6000       5.6000       4.0000       4.0000
Lakewood Library 3.5000       2.3534 3.5000       2.3484       3.5000       2.7119       3.5000       2.8032       3.5000       2.8055
Rocky River Library 6.1000 4.6720       6.1000       4.6698       6.1000       4.6625       6.1000       5.4419       6.1000       5.4189
Shaker Heights Library 4.0000 3.8400       4.0000       3.8144       4.0000       3.8073       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000
Westlake Library 2.8000 2.6620       2.8000       2.6596       2.8000       2.6632       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000

(1) Based on lower of Residential/Agricultural and Commercial/Industrial effective rates.

Note: The rates presented for a particular calendar year are the rates that, when applied to the assessed values
          presented in the Assessed Value Table, generated the property tax revenue billed in that year.

          Basic property tax rates may be increased only by a majority vote of the entity's residents.

          Overlapping rates are those of local and county governments that apply to property owners within the entity. Real
          property tax rates are reduced so that inflationary increases in value do not generate additional revenue.

Source: Ohio Department of Taxation, Cuyahoga County Fiscal Officer

Property Tax Rates - Direct and Overlapping Governments (1)
(Per $1,000 of Assessed Valuation)

Last Ten Years 
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Gross Effective Gross Effective Gross Effective Gross Effective Gross Effective
Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate

Joint Vocational Schools
Cuyahoga Valley 2.0000$     2.0000$     2.0000$     2.0000$     2.0000$     2.0000$     2.0000$     2.0000$     2.0000$     2.0000$     
Polaris 2.4000 2.0413       2.4000       2.1821       2.4000       2.0076       2.4000       2.0000       2.4000       2.0000

Special Districts
Chagrin Falls Township Fire District 0.8000 0.8000       0.8000       0.8000       0.8000       0.8000       0.8000       0.8000       0.8000       0.8000
Cleveland Heights Public Library 7.8000 5.7108       7.8000       5.6651       7.8000       5.6651       7.8000       5.3894       5.9000       3.4793
Cleveland Library 6.8000 6.2210       6.8000       6.2177       6.8000       6.2168       6.8000       6.1703       6.8000       4.9006
Cleveland Port Authority 0.1300 0.1033       0.1300       0.1029       0.1300       0.1027       0.1300       0.0947       0.1300       0.0946
Cuyahoga County Library 2.5000 2.5000       2.5000       2.4707       2.5000       2.4695       2.5000       2.5000       2.0000       1.8086
East Cleveland Library 7.0000 6.4283       7.0000       6.3968       7.0000       6.3814       7.0000       6.0101       7.0000       6.0080
Euclid Library 4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       3.5000       3.4743       3.5000       3.1234       3.5000       3.1204
Lakewood Library 3.5000       2.3751 3.5000       2.3552       3.5000       2.3537       3.5000       2.1997       3.5000       2.1935
Rocky River Library 6.1000 5.0526       6.1000       5.0286       6.1000       5.0245       6.1000       4.7476       6.1000       4.7376
Shaker Heights Library 4.0000 4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       4.0000       3.1836
Westlake Library 2.8000 2.8000       2.8000       2.7737       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000       2.8000       2.5000       2.1276

2012 2011 2010 2009 2008

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Property Tax Rates - Direct and Overlapping Governments (1)

(Per $1,000 of Assessed Valuation)
Last Ten Years 
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Percentage Percentage
Total of Total Total of Total 

Assessed Assessed Assessed Assessed
Taxpayer Valuation Rank Valuation Valuation Rank Valuation

Clevel Electric Illuminating Company 652,473,390$       1 2.40% 188,580,610$       1 0.64%

American Transmission Systems 289,926,800         2 1.07%

East Ohio Gas Company 167,793,910 3 0.62% 51,819,260 7 0.18%

Cleveland Clinic Foundation 108,558,900 4 0.40% 149,237,200 2 0.51%

City of Cleveland 75,747,380 5 0.28%

Beachwood Place Limited Partnership 70,950,190 6 0.26% 65,324,350 4 0.22%

CP Commercial Delaware, LLC 46,863,810 7 0.17%

Rock Ohio Caesars Cleveland, LLC 45,641,450 8 0.17%

Cleveland Financial Association, LLC 45,527,380 9 0.17% 47,990,600 8 0.16%

National City Bank 43,546,600 10 0.16%

Key Center Properties, LLC 68,697,720 3 0.23%

University Hospitals Health System, Inc. 62,776,320           5 0.21%

Southpark Mall, LLC 57,940,860           6 0.20%

Eaton Corporation 32,280,050 9 0.11%

Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority 31,159,350 10 0.11%

Total Top 10 Real Property 1,547,029,810 5.70% 755,806,320 2.57%

All Others 25,671,317,660 94.30% 28,636,092,800 97.43%

Total Real Property Assessed Valuation 27,218,347,470$ 100.00% 29,391,899,120$ 100.00%

Source: Cuyahoga County, Ohio; County Fiscal Officer

(1) Information prior to 2012 is not available.

2012

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Principal Property Tax Payers - Real Property

Current Year and 2012 (1)

2017



Metropolitan Per Capita Median
County Statistical Personal Personal Family

Year Population (1) Area (2) Income Income Income (2)

2017 1,248,514 1,750,920 36,385,443,502$ 29,143$ 45,289$   
2016 1,295,958 1,794,211 33,344,999,000 25,730 44,203     
2015 1,259,828 1,759,382 35,333,174,000 28,046 43,804     
2014 1,259,828 1,759,382 33,981,368,908 26,973 43,804     
2013 1,263,154 1,761,898 33,981,368,908 26,902 57,514     
2012 1,265,111 1,779,827 33,917,625,910 26,810 59,213     
2011 1,270,294 1,766,669 33,361,731,322 26,263 n/a
2010 1,280,122 1,775,884 33,353,412,000 26,055 n/a
2009 1,275,709 1,783,918 33,353,411,805 26,145 n/a
2008 1,283,925 1,783,918 32,464,043,625 25,285 n/a

Cuyahoga United
Year County Ohio States

2017 4.8% 4.5% 3.9%
2016 5.3% 4.7% 4.5%
2015 6.4% 5.4% 5.6%
2014 5.3% 5.1% 5.6%
2013 7.2% 7.1% 6.7%
2012 8.3% 6.7% 7.9%
2011 8.0% 8.1% 8.5%
2010 8.6% 9.6% 9.4%
2009 9.0% 10.9% 10.0%
2008 7.1% 7.6% 7.1%

Total
Total Total Civilian

Year Employed Unemployed Labor Force

2017 575,100 35,800 610,900
2016 577,200 33,300 610,500
2015 584,400 39,900 624,300
2014 584,400 39,900 624,300
2013 592,250 45,950 638,200
2012 616,195 54,758 670,953
2011 611,227 53,150 664,377
2010 574,632 54,068 628,700
2009 564,837 55,863 620,700
2008 599,762 45,838 645,600

Sources: (1) Ohio Department of Development - The Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) as defined by  
      the Department of Development, includes Lake, Geauga, Medina and Cuyahoga counties
(2) U.S. Census Bureau
(3) Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Demographic and Economic Statistics

Last Ten Years 

UNEMPLOYMENT RATES (3)

EMPLOYMENT - ANNUAL AVERAGE (3)



Percentage Percentage
Number of of Total Number of of Total

Employer Employees (1) Rank Employment Employees (1) Rank Employment

Cleveland Clinic Health System 32,772            1 5.70% 32,415 1 5.39%

University Hospitals Health System 16,606            2 2.89% 10,904          3 1.81%

U.S. Office of Personnel Management 12,045            3 2.09% 13,101          2 2.18%

Progressive Corporation 9,002 4 1.57% 9,057            6 1.50%

Cuyahoga County 7,397             5 1.29% 9,566            4 1.59%

Area Temps Inc. 7,000 6 1.22%

City of Cleveland 6,561 7 1.14% 7,950            10 1.32%

The MetroHealth System 6,469             8 1.12%

Cleveland Metropolitan School District 6,392 9 1.11%

Group Management Services Inc. 5,357             10 0.93% 9,486            5 1.58%

Summa Health System 8,923            7 1.48%

Giant Eagle Inc. 8,800            8 1.46%

United States Postal Service 8,032            9 1.33%

Total Employees 109,601 19.06% 118,234 19.64%

All Other Employers 465,499 80.94% 483,566 80.36%

Total Employment within the City (2) 575,100 100.00% 601,800        100.00%

Sources: (1) Crain's Cleveland Business Magazine  
(2) Ohio Department of Jobs & Family Services

CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Principal Employers

Current Year and Nine Years Prior

2017 2008 (3)
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