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We have completed certain procedures in accordance with Ohio Rev. Code Section 117.01(G) to the 
accounting records and related documents of the Washington Township, Lawrence County, (the Township) 
for the years ended December 31, 2019 and 2018.  
 
Our procedures were designed solely to satisfy the audit requirements of Ohio Rev. Code Section 
117.11(A).  Because our procedures were not designed to opine on the Township’s financial statements, 
we did not follow generally accepted auditing standards.  We do not provide any assurance on the 
Township’s financial statements, transactions or balances for the years ended December 31, 2019 and 
2018. 
 
The Township’s management is responsible for preparing and maintaining its accounting records and 
related documents. Our responsibility under Ohio Rev. Code Section 117.11(A) is to examine, analyze and 
inspect these records and documents.  
 
Based on the results of our procedures, we found the following significant compliance or accounting issues 
to report.  
 
Current Year Observations 
 
1. General Fund appropriations of $19,500 exceeded estimated resources by approximately $11,811 

for the year ended December 31, 2018, and General Fund appropriations of $21,300 exceeded 
estimated resources by approximately $18,712 for the year ended December 31, 2019.  Ohio Rev. 
Code Section 5705.39 limits appropriations to estimated resources.  Because appropriations 
authorize spending, appropriating more than estimated resources potentially authorizes deficit 
spending.  The Township should reduce appropriations to the amount of estimated resources. 

 
2. Ohio Rev. Code Section 117.38 requires townships to file their financial information in the HINKLE 

system within 60 days after the close of the fiscal year.  This statute also permits the Auditor of State 
to extend the deadline for filing a financial report and establish terms and conditions for any such 
extension.   Auditor of State established policies, regarding the filing of complete financial statements, 
as defined in AOS Bulletin 2015-007 in the Hinkle System.  The due date for the 2018 financial report 
was March 1, 2019 and the Township filed on April 28, 2019.  The Township should take measures 
to file their annual financial information by the due date.   

 
3. The Township did not have a records retention schedule during the engagement period and therefore 

could not make it readily available to the public as required by Ohio Rev. Code § 149.43(B)(2). 
 
4. The Township has a public records policy; however, it was not displayed in in a conspicuous place 

in the public office as required by Ohio Rev. Code § 149.43(E)(2). 
 

5. Each elected official did not attended a certified three-hour Public Records Training for each term of 
office as required by Ohio Rev. Code § 149.43(E)(1).  
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Keith Faber 
Auditor of State  
 
Columbus, Ohio 
 
July 6, 2020 
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