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Media Release: July 19, 2016

RE: Arrest of former Mt. Sterling, Ohio, Village Administrator

Joseph A. Johnson, (DOB: 06/22/1970) has been arrested following the issuance of a 30
count indictment by the Madison County Grand Jury.

Following the resignation of Johnson and the mayor of Mt. Sterling, early this year, new
village officials discovered questionable financial activity and expenditures. These
concerns were expressed to Madison County Sheriff Jim Sabin. Based upon review and
preliminary investigation, it was determined that a complete forensic, financial investigation
was warranted. Sheriff Sabin met with Madison County Prosecutor Stephen Pronai and it
was determined to request an investigation be conducted by the Ohio State Auditor’s Office
and Bureau of Criminal Identification & Investigation due to the complexity of the financial
investigation.

Although this is an ongoing investigation, it was determined to present the information
gathered so far, to the Grand Jury, to insure the arrest of Johnson and recovery of assets. 
Special Assistant Prosecutor Robert Smith, from the State Auditor’s Office presented the
cases. Today, Sheriff’s Deputies from Jackson County, Madison County and investigators
from the State Auditor’s Office arrested Johnson and executed a search warrant at his
residence located at 3203 Camba Road, Jackson, Ohio.

Specifically the indictment against Johnson charge:

1 count Engaging in a Pattern of Corrupt Activity Felony 1
11 counts Theft in Office Felony 3
11 counts Theft in Office Felony 4
1 count Theft Felony 3
2 counts Money Laundering Felony 3
1 count Tampering with Records Felony 3
3 counts Failure to File Tax Returns Felony 5

These acts being committed between January 1, 2012 and January 15, 2016.

Please Note: I may currently be unavailable as I am in Jackson County as well. As this is
an ongoing investigation being conducted by the State Auditor’s Office, information
concerning the investigation is limited to this release and the information being released
by the Auditor’s Office. Thank you.

Sheriff Jim Sabin
Madison County, Ohio


