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Date Issued:  May 29, 2008 
 
TO:   City Auditors, Finance Directors and Treasurers 

County Auditors 
County Engineers 
Township Fiscal Officers 
Township Administrators 
Village Clerks, Treasurers and Finance Directors 
Village Administrators 

 
FROM: Mary Taylor, CPA 
  Ohio Auditor of State 
 
SUBJECT:  Bridges on the State Highway System within a Municipal Corporation 
 
The Auditor of State’s Office provided guidance on the reporting of infrastructure by Ohio 
cities and counties in Bulletin 2001-008.  The Bulletin indicated that bridges on the State 
Highway System within a municipal corporation were to be reported by the county based 
on the county’s responsibility for their construction and maintenance.  It also indicated that 
the reporting responsibility for lift bridges on a state highway within a municipality was 
split among cities, counties, villages and the State.  The purpose of this Bulletin is to 
update this guidance based on recent changes in the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
REVISED CODE CHANGES 
 
Sections 5501.49 and 5591.02, Revised Code were modified in H.B. 67 of the 127th 
General Assembly to read as follows: 
 
5501.49  (Eff. 07/03/2007) 
 
(A)  The director of transportation is responsible for the construction, reconstruction, major 
maintenance and repair, and operation of all lift bridges located on the state highway 
system within a municipal corporation.  The responsibilities of the director pertain only to 
those lift bridges necessary for the initial construction or continued operation of the state 
highway system.  The county or other person public entity responsible for maintaining the 
pavements and sidewalks on either end of the bridge is responsible for the routine 
maintenance of all lift bridges located on the state highway system within the municipal 
corporation, unless other arrangements have been made between the county and the 
municipal corporation to perform the routine maintenance. 
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(B)  The director may enter into an agreement with the legislative authority of a municipal 
corporation or a county, upon mutually agreeable terms, for the municipal corporation or 
county to operate and perform major maintenance and repair on any lift bridge located on 
the state highway system within the municipal corporation or county. 
 
(C)    The director is not required to obtain the consent of a municipal corporation prior to 
the performance of any lift bridge maintenance and repair.  Except in an emergency, the 
director shall give a municipal corporation reasonable notice prior to the performance of 
any work that will affect the flow of traffic.  No utilities, signs, or other appurtenances 
shall be attached to a lift bridge without the prior written consent of the director. 
 
(D)   As used in this section: 
(1)   Major and routine maintenance and repair relates to all elements of a lift bridge, 
including abutments, wingwalls, and headwalls but excluding approach fill and approach 
slab, and appurtenances thereto. 
(2)  “Major maintenance” includes the painting of a lift bridge, and the repair of 
deteriorated or damaged elements, including of bridge decks, including emergency 
patching of bridge decks, to restore the structural integrity of a lift bridge. 
(3)  “Routine maintenance” includes without limitation, clearing debris from the deck, 
sweeping, snow and ice removal, minor wearing surface patching, cleaning bridge drainage 
systems, marking decks for traffic control, minor and emergency repairs to railing and 
appurtenances, emergency patching of deck, and maintenance of traffic signal and lighting 
systems, including the supply of electrical power. 
(4)  “Operation” relates solely to lift bridges and to those expenses that are necessary for 
the routine, daily operation of a lift bridge, such as payroll, workers’ compensation and 
retirement payments, and the cost of utilities. 
 
5591.02 (Eff. 07/03/2007) 
 
 Except as provided in section 5501.49 of the Revised Code, the The board of county 
commissioners shall construct and keep in repair all necessary bridges in municipal 
corporations on all state and county roads and improved roads which that are of general 
and public utility, running into or through the municipal corporations, and that are not on 
state highways. 
 
NEW RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
The statutory revisions now place the responsibility for the construction and major 
maintenance for all bridges on State highways within municipalities on the State.  Based 
on these changes, the State will report these bridges as part of the State’s infrastructure 
beginning in the annual report for fiscal year 2008.  Local governments affected by these 
changes should eliminate these bridges from their annual reports for 2007. 
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NOTICE FROM ODOT 
 
The Ohio Department of Transportation is in the process of sending a notice of these 
changes to the affected local governments.  Included in this notification is the 
Department’s recognition that the State is also responsible for the major maintenance of 
bridges over State routes inside a municipality when the bridge was built for the grade 
separation of the two systems. 
 
REPORTING THE CHANGE 
 
The elimination of these bridges from local governments’ annual reports will result in 
losses for bridges that are not fully depreciated.  Losses resulting from this change should 
be reported on the Statement of Activities in the General Government program.  (Language 
updated based on AOS Bulletin 2008-007.)  Note disclosure when the losses are 
substantial may be included in the Capital Assets note indicating that responsibility for the 
construction and major maintenance of these bridges has been shifted by a statutory change 
from the local government to the State. 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
If you have any questions about this Bulletin, please contact the Local Government 
Services Division of the Auditor of State at (800) 345-2519. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mary Taylor, CPA 
Auditor of State  
 
 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


